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Sent from London to the Men of Shaftsbury, xe. 
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Te Men of Shaftsbury, both Lords and Gentlemen, 


IS well, that in this Interval of Parliament, we have 
ſome time for Contemplation, and reſt from Buſineſs, 
that ſo we might refle&t upon what we have done, 

& as well as conlider what we ought next todo; and 
©, in cool Blood ponder the Nature, and probable 
Events of thoſe Counſels that ſome of us ſo fiercely 
W proſecuted in the Laſt Seſſion, 1675 3 together with 
x the By-Ends of ſuch as firſt ſet them on foot, and 
engaged us to ſerve them : the danger whercof, while we were in the 
heats of Paſſion and TranſaRtion, it was hardly poſſible for us to aps 
prchend. 

And now (SIRS) this being our ſeaſon for thinking, pray you 
think in the firſt place who gave the Occaſion for ſo long an Interval. 
A 2 Why 


F 


— — 


Why was it that His MAJESTY was conſtrained to put an End to 
your High Debates ? and by ſo long a Prorogation, but that it was your 
Little Frieud's Great Aim it ſhould be fo, and that the KING ſhould 
not be able to do otherwiſe? I mean Mepbiſtophiles , the Faery Fiend 


. that haunts Both Houſes 3 of whom I have bcen told, the Witty Duke of _ 


Buckingham likened him to Will-with-a-Wiſp, that uſes to lead Men out 
of the way 3 then leaves them at laſt in a Ditch and Darkneſs, and nim- 
bly retreags for Sclf-ſecurity. This (no doubt) the Noble Dukg had not 
only obſerved long ſince, in his frequent Jiltivg with others 3 but had alſo 
(if he pleaſe to remember) frcih expericnce of him, in his late ſhifting of 
Counſcls ere he left White-Hall: So that, I ſuppoſe all Intelligent Perſons 
will be wary how they imbarque with him any more. For, this is the 
prime Quality of the Perſon 3 now let vs'next ſce, what the Contents of 
that LETTER are to the. Friend in the Country, 

Truly, whoever was its Father, it looks like ſomewhat that would 
fain get out in the World in the Figure of 41 : for, upon firict view it 
will appear ſo (as I ſhall ſhew you by and by) with every Feature, Limb 
and Proportion of the Old Fatiion : infomuch as there can. be no Man, 
that ever felt the fad Conſequents of that Year, or remembers the Sex 
of Blood that then we ſwam in, and many Years after 3 with the Plun- 
drings, Free-Quarters, and Deſvlations that followed on every tide, and 
what in the end we got by the Fadior 3 but muſt reckon himſclf bound 
in Conſcience and Prudence, to bid his Friends in the Country and City 
too, to learn, by conſidering the dark Contrivances paſt, (whoſe direc Et- 
fets a little After-time brought to light) how to underſtand the preſent, 
and prevent a being gull'd in the future: and to take heed how they cn- 
tertain lic Infinuations and Diſcontents about matters above them 3 or 
give ear to the Voice of the crafty Charmer. 

Wherefore, for his Country-Friend's fake, and more particularly for 
your ſakes, I haſten to the unraveling of this LETTER z which I will 
not call hisz though thoſe that have ask'd him do ſay he but faintly denies 
it, and in ſuch phraſes as ſignified plain enough that he would not for 
all the World but be thought the Author, or at leaſt the Intelligencer. So 
pleaſing is the Itch of a little Wit in Print, that ſome Men would not loſe 
it any rate, But from you, my good Friends of Shaftsbxry, 1 doubt not 
to find more Wiſdom, than to be Witticifed out of the good old plain way 
of Honour, Allegiance, Pwblick, Intereſt, and Peace; or to be Wiſp'd and 
Lantborn'd in the dark by a ſmall Goblin, into the Bryers at beft 3 but ra- 
ther (I fear) into the Pit of Deftruction. 


The 


3 
The LETTER. 


T begins with divers Suggeſtions. 
] 1. That the Teſt, which was under debate in the Houſe of Peers the laſt 


Seſſion of Parliament, was a State-Maſter-piece, firſt bato5t among the Great 
Churcb- Men. 


ANIMADVERSION. 


Izht 41. in the very Front! Thus began the STATE-MASTER+ 
R PIECE of thoſe Days 3 it is the common Mcthod of preparing tor 
Rebellion.3 and ſo it hath been in all Ages : For when any one defigned 
it, he firſt aſſaulted, not the Prince himſelf, (that would have been too 
groſs) but began with ſome one principal Part or Perſon of bis Govern- 
ment, and ſo proceeded by degrees to alter it. Thus it was in 41 : For 
though the Deligners well knew the Temper of England, that it would 
not be Govern'd without the O!d State Eccleſiaſtical, yet they firſt found 
fault with the Governours the Biſhops 3 and when they had taken off 
ſome of the Perſons, then they next deviſcd how to diminiſh their Pow- 
er and laſtly, took away their whole Order 3 and ſo one Pillar of the 
Throne being gone, it was-not long ere they tutour*d the People to the 
overturning of the other, as xſeleſs and dangerous; fo that you know 
what became of the Throne it ſelf, Nor were they, by the Rules of Un- 
godly Policy, to be blamed for this: For, when once Men are dipt in an 
ill beginning, they preſently think they are bound to proſecute z and each 
Man concludes to himſelf, in the Language of Catiline, 


The Ills which 1] have done, cannos be ſafe 
Bat by attempting greater. 


But why the Bill of Te ſhould be Father'd on the Biſhops more than 
wpon the other Lords of Parliament, I ſee not, fince the major part of 
their Lordſhips were Zealous in the opinion and promotion of it, as a 
thing that would prove a notable means of the Crowns Stability, and the 
KING's Peace ahd Safety. But it ſeem'd more adviſcable to your Prime 
Engineer, #ftex he had labour'd to render the Teſt as odious as he could, 
then to faſten it on the Biſhops, that it might the better ſuit with that 
qucky Pattern of 41, But more of this Teſt hereafter, where I particus+ 
jarly confider it. 


LETTER... 
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LETTER 


CT. Hat the Biſhops do deſign to makg a diſtindl Party of the High« 

Epiſcopal-Man , and the old Cavalier , by tempting them with 

the bopes of enjoying all the Power, Great Offices, and Advantages, by over= 

throwing the A of Oblivion., if they can get any to fight the Old Quarrel 
over agaih. 


ANIMADFERSION. 


a ye into that Book, called, An exaii Colletiion of all Remonſtran- 
ces, Declarations, Votes, Orders, Ordinances, &c. which was printed 
Anno 1642. and in the Fourth Page of that Remonſtrance of the State of 
the Kingdom, which your Maſter's preſented the Year before to His Ma» 
jeſties Father, you'll tind the Old Copy of your New Calumny againſt 
the Biſhops; for, they were then charged , with a Deſige to introduce a 
Change; and, by imbroiling the King and bis People with Diſputes about Pre- 
rogative and Liberty, to create unto themſelves a diſtin Party, under a pre« 
rence of bring for the King z, that ſo baving the advantage of ling with Him, 
and under the Notion of Men addified to His Service, they might, in the end, 
gain to Themſelves and their Partakers, the Places of greatejt Truſt, Power 
and Advantage in the Kingdom. 

Who would have imagined, that Men could be thus Ungrateful to 
His Majeſty, after ſo Gracious an A of Oblimon, as to be found revi- 
ving the Old Names of Diſtintion > What is this but to ſet the 0/4 
Duarrel on foot again ? and to begin it upon the ſame Point, of charg. 
ing the Biſhops as the Cauſers of it? Thus Nero made it his buſineſs 
to ſet Rome on fire, and then charged the FaQ upon the Chriſtians. Who 
are they that are moſt likely to be ProjeQing unto themſelves the Power 
and Great Offices of the Kingdom, but you your ſelves, who are ready 
to make room with an Out-cry againſt the Great Officers * There is one 
among you, who knows how to drive a Bargain for Great Offces at 
the price of your Heads, if any Body thought it worth the while ro truck 
with him ; and then” we ſhould know who they are that take Courſes to 
overthrow the 4&# of Oblivion; and in the mean while do ſhoot Slanders 
at His Vajeſty, and His Minifters, through the Bifbops ſides , as if it were 
they that jointly dcfign againft it > whereas His Majcſty hath been fo 
far from breaking the Firjt, that 'tis not long, fince- he granted a Second 
AT of Oblivion, and your Fricnd MEPHISTOPHILES Himfelt had 
fo 


CP; 


great a ſhare in the benefit of it, that one would even ſwear it was 
granted for His ſake, or that He principally for his own fake procured 
it. Therefore he had beſt take heed He do not bring on a Popular State 
too faſt, unleſs they will beforehand ſeal him another Oblivion, leſt My 
Lords the People come, at length, to knock at his door for a better Ac- 
count, and ſet up Brook:houſe anew for him hereafter. 


LETTER 


3. NE=- That the Biſhops deſign to havs the Government of the 
Church ſworn to as unalterable ;, and ſo, tacitly owned, to be of 

Divine Right : toward the attaining of which ſtation, Churchmen eaſily break 
through all Obligations whatſoerer, | 


ANIMADFVFERSION: 


Tx the Blows light on the Biſhops 3 but his Aim is at His Maje- 
ſties Government: only *tis not time of day yet to let us know 
what hc would be at. For, in the mcan time he writes fair after his 41 
Copy 3 for, you may read in the Grand Remonſtrance of the Commons, 
Anno 1641. that it was Charged on the Biſhops in thoſe dayes, That 
they impoſed a new Oath for maintenance of their own Power.God torbid that 
that Remonſtrance , which then took the Frame of Government all in 
pieces, ſhould be thought to be the Ac of an Houſe of Commons. 
Many thouſands are yet living, who know it was but a Party in that: 
Houſe, who, by the help of Tumults continually flowing, out of the Ci- 
ty, like a mighty Inundation upon Whiteball and Weſtminſter, did, by. 
Threats and Violence upon both Houſes, animate a Presbyterian Party 
in that Houſe, to be able to over-awe the reſt, and carry on'that Remon- 
ftrance by head and: ſhouldersz as they did alſo afterward many other: 
ſtrange Petitions, Declarations , Votes, and Ordinances ;, to the diſhonour 
of the King, in order to the undermining of His Authority, and the an- 
tient Government of the Kingdom: And this way they carried matters: 
fo long, and with ſuch heat and fury, that in trad of time, the beſt part 
of the Houſe of Commons , perceiving they. were not able to ſtop this- 
Career, by any prudent Counſels or endeavours, reſolved to fit no longer. 
with ſuch company , to be made a State and Property to ſuch Unparlas 
mentary Proceedings and ſo at length departed from them to Oxford , 
whither His Majefty and moſt of the Houſe of Lords alſo had been for 
ced' to retire, from the inſolent- Aſſaults, daily made by the City —_ 

ruges- 


(6) 
tu Jes, which were under the Counteuance, and at the command of that 
Al}. commanding Party of the Commons, ſeconded by ſome few of. the 
Lords; who helpt to hold up the form and ſhadow of a Parliament ſo 
long. till the very name of a Houſe of Peers was at laſt obliterated, A 
{a4 Inſtance it is , to teach their Succeſſors what they may exped in 
future, whenſoever ſeduced through diſcontent or envy, to affet Popula- 
rity, they ſhall again ( which God forbid ) ſeparate their own perſonal 
Intereſts, and that of their Peerage, from the Intereſts of the Crown, 
upon any (though the moſt ſpecious) pretences whatſoever, = 
Hear what the King Himſelf ſaid of thoſe Tumults, in His "Emer By 
51214; for doubtleſs He could beſt tell, who felt the effeCts of them : and, 
What perſon is there that ever loved Him, or engaged for Him, would 
be willing to ſce His Son, our moſt Gracious King, affaulted with the 
like? Or that can with patience hear, that ſome Lords , and other per- 
ſons, are turn'd Tradeſmen and Exchange-men in the City , and 'be- 
come free there of the Company of Demagogues ? | They were ( (aith he) 
not like a Storm at Sea ( which yet wants not its terror ) but like an Earth- 
uake, ſhaking the very foundations of all ; than which nothing in the World 
fath more of horror. No Declaration from the Biſhops, who were firſt inſo- 
lenced and aſſaulted , nor yet from other Lords and Gentlemen of Honor , nar 
yet from my ſelf could ls place, for the due repreſſion of thoſe Tumults ;, and 
for the ſecuring, not only our freedom in Parliament , but our very perſons in 
the ſtreets. When I found things thus, I boped, by my withdrawing, to give 
time for the ebbing of th:ir tumultuous fury. | Note here ( ye Shaftsbu- 
rians) firſt the Biſhops aſſaulted, then the Members of Parliament, and 
chen the King Himſelf: this was the fruit then; and, this would be 
again the Iſſue of your Little Leaders Trading with ill-humours in the 
City againlt Biſhops 3 but, that there is a Sound and Loyal Magiſtracy 
to balance Male-contents, and obſerve both him and them in all their 
Motions ſo that it will be a hard matter for that ſmall Bowtefer, to 
Blow up the Government again, by »ndermining it on the Biſhops fide : for. 


one Trick of St te is not to be ſhew*n twice within the memory of man ; 


ſo that now (I ſuppoſe) he hath lived to ſee the uttermoſt of his Old Trade 
of Jugling , having Jugled himſelf out of all at Court; and being paſt 
hope of Jugling himſelt in again ( all his Feats being well underſtood 
thcre-——) he fects up at other end o'th*' Town, to Jugle up a Muti- 
ny in the City in hope to find Combuſtible matter there to ſet Fire to 
in the Corntry 3 and, at length, inflame a Party for his purpoſe in this 
P.rliament, or rather in a New One, which he ſuppoſes will be the 
li! elieſt expedient: Aid truly, he did as gocd as tell us fo in thar 
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(7) 
pritey written above a Twelve moneth fince our of the Countrey to the 
Earl of Carliſle at London, or rather impoſed upon him : Which was in- 
deed ſuperſcribed to his Lordſhip, but intended for a Fireball _ the 
Citizens here ; asa ed by the Induftrious Spreading _ it in 
all the Coffee-houſes ; and the effet which it, and his Pradtiſes 
ſince had; and which lately inſpired Mr. fonts with the wiſdom of a 
Stateſman, to inſtru His Majeſty, and move the matter at Guildhall in Com- 
mon-Council, to be managed 1n the old Presbyterian way of Petition- 
ing; a fort of Saucy Humility, much ufed by thar Tribe in the begin- 
of their Rebellion. Theſe things ſhould not be remember'd, 
bur that they themſelves are pleaſed to revive them, and give us cauſe 
to judge, that; they hope one day to have a Pull for it in a New Par- 
liament with the Biſhops, and then with His Majeſty. In order to which, 
MEPHISTOPHILES hath one Expedient more upon the Anvile; and 
that is, to uſe all manner of Tricks that may be, y LONG 
SPEECHES, and LONG DEBATES among the Lords, and the 
STARTING of CONTROVERSIES about Privitedge, be- 
twixt their Lordſhips and the Commons, to FRUSTRATE Diſpatches 
of the King and Kingdome's Buſineſs ; and fo Necefſitare the Preſent Par- 
lament to become Unſerviceable, that he may  obrain a Plaufible Pre- 
tence, to draw in the People ro cry out for a New Ont, as the onely 
Cure of all our Maladies. Bur how improbable a thing that is ( if nor 
—_— you ſhall fnd evidently proyed before the end of theſe A4ni- - 
ve ſions 
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4- S the Biſhops drſign to have the Government of the Church fworn to, 
A as wnalterable : ſo in vequital to the Crows, thiy declari the 
Government abſolute and arbitrary ;, and allow Monarchy as well as Epiſcopacy to + 
be Jure Divino, and not to be bounded by Humane Laws. 


ANIMADFYERSION. 


Ore Sacks to the Mill upon the Biſhops. Load them till ye fink - 

'em : That ( it ſeems) muſt be firſt done; then down with : 
Monarchy : that follows of courſe, as we well and wofully remem 
'Tis done then like a Workman, to tell the World, that My 


» 
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alrerable, that the People may nor, in any ſence, own it to be of Di- 
vine Right; and ſo ic will be cafily conclud:d, that Monarchy alſo is 
alrerable ; becauſe his Believers cannor believe itto be Jive Divine. 'Tis 
a great Crime indeed ( Sirs) in the Biſhops, that they ſtand thus in the 
way of this Alterability, and that they maintain Kings to have any Di- 
vinity about 'em. We have had of late many fine Points publickly 
Printed, and expoſed to the Debates of the Multitudez; ſuch as this, 
whether Kings be made of Clouts, or no ? but, What deſerves the Man 
that ſtarts ſuch Harets as theſe, which no man can run down, but he 
muſt run the ready Road to Rebellion, and Alteration of Government ? 
which irs impoſſible ro prevent, unleſs we holdup the Veneration that is 
due to the Head and Members of this Monarchy. Bux, had I any 
thoughts of Rebelling; or were I a Caſhier'd or Broken Stateſman, 
not likely in fair weather ro lift aſide my Rivals, and get in again with 
the Monarch my Naſter, I would (had I fo little in me of a Chriſtian, 
or a good Subjett ) take all rhe courſe I could ro gather Clouds about 
him, and create a Storm; that 1 might force him to come to me for 
ſhelrer, or take me to himſelf again to help him ro weather it, Had I 
long'd, and long done any thing, for the place of Treaſarer, and un- 
luckily miſt the Bag 3 and, by all the good Qualities of Zudas, pretended 
as high merit to it as any wan; or to the Sealer; or w any Grand Office 
of State, that ſuch a Gnat of Ambition as I durſt venture to ſwallow ; 
had I been bobb'd out of All, I would even fall to Courting the Pco- 
ple after the ſame manner, and Preach up the Mortality of Kings, ill I 
and my Myrmidons could fright him out of his Divinity, and re- 
place me, and ſcare him our of the remembrance alſo of all my Juggle- 
ry, into a new Oblivion to ſecure me: Then would I remove afd 
lwgh at all my Oppoſites; and the Citizens roo, and leave them at lift 
ro contemplate my wiſdom, and their own folly. All this ned, 
with the help of one of your Shbaftsbyry Conſciences I could cafily 
do. 

And if this could not be done, then would I march on further, and 
follow the diates of Nature for Self-preſervation; and ſticking cloſe to 
the Multicude, drive them on to do any thing that might hamper the 
King, and ſhackle the Monarchy; or ( if need require) transform it in- 
to the hands of Conſervators; or elſe ( 18 caſe that cannot be ) precipitate 
my ſelf and it to the very botrom Democracy, rather than not be re- 
venged on my Sovereign Maſter, for favouring and preferring my fellow- 
ſervants and competitors before me : The Poet ſaith, 


we are Princes all, if we prevail; 
And gallant Villains, if we fail. 
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Would not any Man then think. it well done of the Biſhops, to plead 
for the Divinity of Kzngly Government, and of the Epiſcopal, ( which 1s 
a part of the Kingly ) when there are ſome in the World thardefignto 
handle them without all Humanity ? and would ( had they opportunity ) 
by a commonruine both of King and Biſhops, too late convince this Na- 
tion, that by all means there ought to be a joint Intereſt of mutual pre- 
ſervation maintained berwixrt them ; and that the Monarchy cannot, #3 
rezſon, be ſuppoſed maintainable without it, If this be fo, (as I ſhall ſuf- 
ficiently maniſeſt anon,when I come to conſider the late clamour againſt 
the T if then *tis high time for all Men that have ſworn Allegiance, 
to apprehend that the Government of Church and State oughr ro be ſworn 
tO, as ſo Divine, as notro be alterable, ill they can rellus a way how 
to lay afide the Right of Epiſcopacy at this time in England, without 
ruining the Monarchy. 

If ſo be then I have a purpoſe to make good my Allegiance to the King, 
how can 1 ſcruple to ſivear not to alter the Church, which is a principal 

art of his Kingly Government? By the one Oath I have ſworn ro him 
11 both his Capacities, Perſonal and Politick, ( which are never to be (e- 
parated ) why then ſhould I deny an Oath obliging me not to alter the 
Kingly Polity of the Church? which is as much the Kings Government, 
though ſaled Eccl-fsrſtical, as the other part is which we term Purely C/- 
vi!, Conſider then ( ye Men of Shaftsbury ) the Obligation to both parts 
of the Government 15 equal, by vertue of your Oath of Allegiance; and 
if his Majeſty and the Biſhops, and many Noble Peers, have thought of 
paſſing a New Oath, they did no more but what isvery neceſſary, in the 
midſt of all the preſent Underminings of this Monarchy on its Epiſcopal 
quarter : that 1s, they thought ir wiſdom to fortifie that part, with Mens 
ſwearing to it, expreſly and plainly by a new Oath ; which 1s no more 
than what was implicitely contained before in their old Oath of Allegiance : 
and which 1s not to. be found fault with more than the old, by any bur 
ſuch perſons as cither hold ir nor lawful, or have no mind to ſwear Alle- 
glance art all; or elſe are very fairly inclined to forfeit it. And yet what 
a world of fine Speeches, what a ſtir, and whata pother, doth onr Au- 
thor tell lis Friend in the Countrey, this, and-that, and r'other Lord, 
made in the Houſe of Peers againſt the Swearing ! 

And every jor as wiſe a buſineſs *tis ( which indeed, conſidering the 
drift of it, deſerves a Capital Animadverſion ) that this Gentleman in Print 
is pleaſed to ſtart ſuch a Queſtion as this, #hethey Monarchy, as well as 
pile acy, be Jure Divino, and not to be bounded by Hunan Laws? What 
the drift 1s of raiſing ſuch Queres among the Populacy, at ſuch a time 
as this, let ſober Men confider. A man might eafily gheſs, what a Mo- 
narch, not bounded by a Humay Spirit, would do to ſuch a Spright as 
this, who ought rather to be anſwered _ that old Motto, Ratio ultims 

2 LYTTLE 
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Regwn ;, which would be hung abour his Neck, by a Prince of as little 
Humanity as this Man himſelf appears to be, all che Graces and 
Bounties by him received, and thus refully required. The _ 
one ſmgle AR of (paring ſuch a Fatt as well as all the other Ats 
of his Majeſties Government, doth manifeſt, that he himſelf affetts only 
a Temperate Monarchy, ro govern by Law : Nor can the Biſhops be juſtly 
charged with affe&ting any other, or ever to have had any other deſign 
about it than this, to reach the people there 15 ſo much of a Divinity wn 
the Kights and Perſons of Kmgs, that ought in their High Station 
ro be Reverenced and —_ by the Subje&t, for conſcience ſake. This 
Divine Kight 1s certainly ro them, and ro Biſhops alſo who are Go- 
vernours under them, not to be thought alterable, under any prerence 
whatſoever, till his Majeſty can be fairly convinced of ſome way 
of ordering the Aﬀairs of a National Church, which may more effe&tu- 
ally anſwer the Good Ends of Regal Government : and truly, till that 
be done by this Letter-man, *ris downright Sedition, with Treaſon (1 
fear) in its Belly, for him to deſign the making of a Party againſt Biſhops, 
to hinder che paſſe of any Expedient ( be iran Oath,or any other ) 
might forrifie fo Fundamental a part of the Monarchy. 


LETTER. 


$ ND to ſecure all this, they reſolve #0 tabe away the Power and 0» - 

A portunity of Parliamints to alter any thing in Church or State ;, on- 

ly teave them as an Inſtrument to raiſe Monty, and to paſs ſuch Laws as the 

Court and Church ſhall have a mind to. The Attempt of any other, how 
neceſſary ſoruer, muſt br no leſs a Crime than Perqury. 


ANIMADPFYERSION. 


Ourt and Church! That is to ſay, The 'King and the Biſhops ; for, 

the Court is nothing without the King. They are well jo tO 

; for, take away cirher of theſe, fry fall , the 
Government being ſo ordered 1n England, that ſtand Props to each 
other. Therefore, as dull a Politician as I am, if I meant to raiſe Sedi- 
tion, or commence Aebel, I would not fay a word againſt the King and 
Monarchy, 
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Monarchy, ( that would be roo foul at firſt, whatever my Aim were: 
but away » with Biſhops; and then, of courſe, I ſhall be able to ralk of, 
and with his Majeſty. But yet, in caſe I ſhould 6 Roy diſcover 
my purpoſe to imbroil the Nation, as Some-body hath done, by 
_— the Biſhops both in and out of the Houſe of Peers, I confeſs I 
ſhould hardly believe a King would have the patience to let me go about, 
and diſcourſe, and write, and print thus, to drive on my deſign among 
the Subjets in Ciry and Countrey, It would be a wonderful Evidence of 
his Lenity, and ſuch as might melt me, or the heart of any Man, thar 
is not in Nature a Tygre, or of the ſtrain ofthe people of Shaft sbury, into 
a time Repentance. 

Eſpecially, if it be conſidered, that the ſcope of this laſt Paragraph is, 
ro ſuggeſt unto the people, as if the King with his Miniſters, and the 
Biſhops, were plotting a Deſtrufion of the Power of Parliament, fo as 
it ſhall not be able to alter any thing in Church or State ; nor be able to 
make and alter Laws in future as their Predeceſſors have done, withour 
incurring the crime of perjury. This is a ſtrange Age, that no Do&rine 
will take but that of alrering, or pulling down an ancient Government, 
before we are provided either of Amendments for what we are to alter 
in the old, or of anew and better Form, to be ſubſticuted in irs room 
when we rake it away. Burt a thing it is, much more ſtrange, that one 
ſingle Sophiſter , having lately undergone, and deſerved an alcerarion of 
his Fortune, ſo as to have been turn'd our of his great Offices, and the 
Court too, for his Tricks, ſhould gain the Ears and Belief of fo many 
Noble Peers; and ſeal up their Eyes roo, that they ſhould not ſee his de- 
ſign of revenge through all his pretences : which ( alas! ) had neverbeen 
thought of, but Biſhops and King and Court too, had continued very 
good Nen; and we ſhould have had neither Speech nor Proteſtation of his, 
as long as he could have* enjoyed ( nor had we fo long as he did enjoy ) 
a Courtiers ſhare among them. Nor would he ever have vouchſafed 
the kindneſs of any Letters to bis Friends in the Comtrey, but the Oath of 
Teſt might have paſſed current, as a good Expedient, for preſerving the 
Government from any unneceflary alteration: and he would have 
told you alſo another Tale, had it hapned that any Parliament-Man 
ſhould have riſen up then, as vile as himſelf, to a& che ſame part for an 
Alreration ( or rather Subverſion ) of the Government : and he could 
readily have maintained the Teſt very neceſſary to be taken by Parliament- 
Men : to ſecure both King and Parliament from the ruine defigned, 
And moreover, he can rell you, that it js no news for Parliament-Men, 
before they enter the Parliament, to rake an Oath to be true to the Go- 
vernment as it is Eſtabliſhed ; and yer nor ro reckon themſelves ſo bound 
vp by the Oath, as to loſe their power and liberty ro debare aud refolve 

upon 
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ſuch Alterations afterward in the Eſtabliſhment as ſhall be found 
needful. What needed then all this Clamour of his? ſeeing the Teſt 
would have done no more then the Oath of Allegiance doth, oblige the 
Parliament to maintain the preſent Eſtabliſhment of Church and State 
againſt all Alterations, till King and Parliament ſhall judge them needful 
to be made: As ſhall be made evident anon, when I come to conſider 1t 
in more ample manner, And yet what a Clatter have we had abour it! 


LELAER, 


6. ND as the Topſtone of the whole Fabrich, a pretence ſhall be ta- 

ben frow the Fealouſies themſelves have raiſed , and a real nt- 

ceſſuty from the ſmallneſs Fi their Party, to increaſe and brep up a ſtanding 

Army; and then in due time the Cavalitr and Churchman will be made 
greater Fools, but as erraxt Slaves as the reſt of the Nation. 


 ANIMADVERSION. 


He Cavaliet and Churchman do very well remember, when it was 

that they were made Slaves, and by whom. Was 1s not preſently 

afrer the Biſhops and Church been alrer'd? And by what manner of 
perſons were theſe things done ? Even by thoſe very Lords and Com- 
mens, who in their great Kemonſtrance of the State of the Kingdom, Anno 
1641. declared, That they conceived their Proceedings to bt traduced by 
ſuch Men as did infuſe into the People, that they meant to aboliſhthe Church- 
Government ; or to abſolve any Man of that Obedience which be owes under 
God to Hs MAFESTY, whom they confeſs to be intruſted with the 
Eccleſiaſtical Laws , as well as with the Temporal. And in their De- 
claration of the Ninth of April 1642. they declare, That they intend- 
ed only a due and neceſſary Reformation of the Government and Liturgie 
of the Church, And to tabe away nothing in the one or the other, but 
what ſhall be evil, and juſtly offenſeve. And yer tis nor long after, thar 
ye find them Voting and throwing down the whole Church-Govern- 
ment z 
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ment; and, at length, that of the State roo, notwithſtanding all the Pro- 
reſtations by them made ro- the contrary , before God and rhe World. 
Therefore neither Cavaliers nor Churchmen can, after fo late and fad 
an experience of Alterability and Alreration, be ſuch fools, as not ro in- 
derſtand what they have ſeen and felt, by ſuch Alterative humors as 
are now afloat again ; and what the Iſſue of them. would be, if they 
might have way : eſpecially, ſeeing the ſame Presbyterian Fation are 
brewing afreſh; and ſo viſibly, that we need not ſeek pretences to raiſe 
jealouſhe about their doings ; foraſmuch as they are bare-faced and bu- 
fie; and our Projefting A whoſe A&tons are accountable, at 
leaſt within the” Stature againſt fring of Hoaſes, openly ating the Kin- 
ale-cole in Parliamens, to create a Party there for their purpoſe : and be- 
cauſe he cannot yet find a Houſe of Commons for the turn, you have him 
and his Agents every where about the Ciry, Preaching up a neceſſiry 
of Calling a New Ont; and from London his Do&rine is ſpread into the 
Countreys, with good Counſel to diſpoſe the People to the Old Way of 
Peritioning 3 that by a full Crie, the King may be in a manner con- 
ſtrained ro give them opportunity once more to try their Fortunes by a 
New Ele&ion. This 1s more than Jealoufic,as Mr. Zens ( ifhe pleaſe) can tell 
you, ſo that our Author might have ſpared this Frump, which he flings 
at thoſe few Forces which His Najeſty hath been, and is neceſſicated to 
keep up to ſecure the Government : of which Forces he and his Parti- 
ſans are, by their Sedirious ( if not Treaſonous ) Speeches, Letters, and 
Practiſes, moſt likely men ro cauſe an augmentation; ſo that if ever 
a neceſſity ariſe that they muſt be augmented, ro prevent thoſe mens 
purpoſes, the Nation may from hence underſtand, whom they are to 
thank for it, and how to excuſe the hard condition of a Gracious 
King, - who would rather rule by love, and ſets more value upon a Re- 
giment, in the univerſal good Wills and Hearts of his Subje&s, than in all 
the Regiments of force and violence in the World. And, how ſmall foe- 
ver this Letter infinuates His Majeſties Party to be; yer, if ever God, 
for our manifold fins, ſhould ſuffer Incendiaries ro blow up a new Re- 
bellion, by their tracing the ſame methods, that they uſed who promoted 
the former ; it will ſoon appear by the many thouſands that abhor ir, 
and its Contrivers, that all the reſt of the Nation will become ready 
Volunteers, either in Purſe or Perſo1, ro defeat their Enterpriſes, and 
revent the like miſerics and confuſ.ons, as thoſe were, that the ſame 
ation brought upon us heretofore. In the mean time "tis but reaſon 
they ſhould declaim againſt ſanding Forces, becauſe theſe few do ſtand 
in their way, though they are no great number ; and are as a Bridle in 
their mouthes; ſo rhat "twill be a hard matter for them to ger our the 
Old Tools to go ro Work with, I mean Tumults out of the City; which 
were caſily form'd in thoſe days, when they had none to deal with bur 
a 


(14) 


a nab:d King, and a Guard of Beef-caters. ! . 

Bur, Why is it, that he cries our, We are like to be made Slaves ? 
To perſwade men to the belief of it, he is pleaſed to infiſt upon four 
following inſtances, viz, Four As of this Parliament, which are indeed 
as high and neceſſary As of prudence, as could be paſſed by Parlia- 
ment, to preſerve the Monarchy ; and fence it againſt the Deſigns of any 
new Rebellion, chat may in future be grounded upon the old hu- 
mors. 


LETTER. 


5. TY ord to this, the firſt ſtep was made in the Aft, for Regulating 

Corporations; wiſely beginning, that in thoſe leſſer Governments, 
which they mcant afterwards to introduce upon the Government of the Nation, 
they might make them ſwear to a Declaration, and bilirf of ſuch Propoſitions, 
as themſ"['ves afterward, upon debate, were enforced to alter, and could not ju- 
ſtifie in thoſe words ; ſo that many of the wealthieſt, worthieſt,and Sobereſt man, are 
ftill bept out of the Magiſtracy of tboſe places. 


ANIMADVERSION. 
| 


_ peruſal of this AZ, you will find it was high reaſon that mo- 
ved the Parliament to it, as appears by this Jn_ vits That the 
ably perpetuated in the 


dezvours, and unparalleld indulgente in pardoning all that is paſt, neverthe- 
Parkes are ſtill working. Wherefore, for prevention of the 


Corporations, and , do rake the Oaths of Allegiance and Supre- 
nacy, and another 3 That they do declare and believe, that it is 
nat lawſul, upon any pretence whatſorver, to tabt Army againſt the King z 
ad that they do abhor that Traizerous Poſition of taking Arms by bis Authe- 

rity 
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rity againſt His Perſon, or againſt thoſc that are Commiſſionated by Him, 
And at the ſame time allo, the faid Commiſhoners are to ſee that ſuch 
erſons do ſubſcribe a Declaration ;, declaring, That they do hold that there 
bes no Obligation upon themſelves, or any other Perſon, from the Oath com. 
monly called, The Solemn League and Covenant; and that the ſame was 
in it ſelf an unlawful Oath, and impoſed upon the Subjetts of this R ealm, 
againſt the known Laws and Liberties of the Kingdom. 

This was an A& of the whole Parliament; and there's no reaſon 
therefore why our Letter-Man ſhould charge it on the Biſhops alone,but 
that the main Aim is at them firſt ; and for what cauſe I have already 
told you. 'Tis conceived the ready way to go to work, it having been 
the beaten way to attaque the Government on that ſide : for this, the 
Party isa forming; the Presbyterian hath been tickled in his own way z 
and the other forts of Nonconformiſts are to be drawn in, if they can be 
brought to forget the Revenges of Presbyrery, and be perſwaded they 
ſhall Goon fairer Quarter under them than under Epi/copacy » for this pur- 
poſe ('tis known) our ſmall Engineer turned City-Merchant z and ha- 
"ry driven a fine Trade in the Winter 75, in the Great Corporation, he 

the following Summers been laying a Train in the leſſer Corporations, 
in hope to blow up this Parliament with the noiſe of a new oye. 

The Prologue to the Tragedy muſt be, Down with the Biſhops; this is 
determined to be the only neceſſary Preliminary. But that (thinks he, 
and the whole Knot) is not to be brought about while this Parliament 
fits : Ergo, the only way is, to be rid of this Parliament as ſoon as may 
be, and ſhuffle our Pack as well as we can, to get ſure Cards for a new 
one, to play over again the old pranks of their Brethren. This drift of 
theirs is ſo well@nderſtood by his Majeſty, and by all Perſons of Difcre- 
tion and Loyalty, that although the Succeſſion of Parliaments be a thing 
moſt commendable, yet no ſober Perſon, that is well-affefted to his 
Majeſty, an the Peace of theſe Kingdoms, can approve the bringing on 
a new Parliament by Seditious Projettors, and Popular Clamonrs;, Cyeci- 
ally at fuch a time as this, when we have a Parliament in being ; a Par- 
liament which hath had the Honour to Re-ſettle the Crown and King- 
dom, after it had, by a wonderful Hand of God,been but newly reſ- 
cued out of the Ruines of a late Rebellion : A Parliament that hath done 
perhaps more for the preſervation of this well-temper'd Monarchy, than 
many other of the beſtParliaments put together ever did before : and I 
may boldly ſay, becauſe it can be proved by Inſtances of Fa&t,”that they 
have done more towards the containing of Monarchick power in its juſt 
Bounds, than any Parliament ever d - that may be counted to have been 

the 
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the moſt popular and publick-hearted : And beſides this, the Journals of 
both Houſes will ſhew, that they have now lying before them, ſo many 
excellent Relolves and purpoles, that their fitting to diſpatch them, is 
the only neceſſary means to put the Nation into the enjoyment of quick 
Remedies, for our future lafety and proſperity. And whereas it hath 
fila out, that they have been unable to do any thing to purpole,by rea- 
lon of Dilferences betwixt both Houſes, you are to know (ye Men of 
Shaftsbary) that the Occaſions of thar Diſcord about points of Privi: 
ledg, and other Matters, were but Artificial Contrivances of fome Bro- 
hen States-Men, and other Male-contents , made ſuch by their own ill Hu- 
mours, and Emulations againſt Men, whoſe Abilities, Integrity and Me- 
rits, have gotten plice above them in his Majeſties Favour and Prefer- 
ment. Thoſe are they that would mingle Hzaven and Earth, to create 
a party to keep thole Differences on foot; and therefore the Occaſions 
are by them made much of, and carefully laid up, that they may be rea- 
dily ſtarted, when time ſerves, to hinder diſpatches of the publick Buſi- 
nef; of the King and Kingdom ; becaute the deſign of the Confederates 
is thus laid : 

Firſt, By tricks to reduce this Parliament, as faſt as they can, into a 
ſtate impraRticable and unlerviceable, thereby to introduce a ſeeming Ne- 
cclſity of a {pecdy calling another. 

Secondly, Vo make fure Work, they have ſtricken in with the Old 
Workmen, an adopted the Presbyterian Party, the only Canker that frets 
in the Bowels of this Nation, and which gathers all other naughty Hu- 
mours to it {-lf ; in hope to aggrandiſe a FaQtion, big enough, and loud 
e10ugh, to uproar a new Parliament for their Turn, if it may be : One 
main plot is {o to order it, that this Parlzament, who apgrehend a necel- 
lity of holding faſt, ina FaRtious Time, to that part of the Goverament 
called Biſhops, as the molt needful Expedient to preſerve the Crown, 
may never go off with the reputation of ſpeaking Peace and Settlement 
to the Nation, by perieting thoſe excellent Intendments and Reſoluti- 
ens, which, to that end, do lie hefore them, By this ye may. perceive, 
why your Lerrer-Man lecks to deſtroy the credit of the Biſhops, as well 
as of the Parliament. Whatever hath been done, ſtill the Biſhops muſt be 
in fault,though it be an AR of the whole Parliament, and the wileſt AR 
that can be Enacted, 

And ſuch, without all queſtion, was that A& about Corporations. For 
of what Temper the Corporations of England were, may be colle&ed 
from the time of the late Richard's ſhort Reign, when thoſe Notorious Ad- 
dreſſes were by them mad? to him in Lofty Strains of Kecopnition, Ove- 
dience, 
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dience, and Allegiance 5, which was but a few menths before his Majeſties 
Wonderful Reſtitution. And therefore, though it was miraculous, it was 
not to be ſuppoſed fo great a Miracle, as in an inſtant to transform the 
Hearts and Spirits of tuch Addreſſers, into a firm and laſting Frame of Fi- 
delity to the King and his Government : what then could the Parliament 
do lets for the ſecuring of both, than put Corporation-Men under the Teſt 
of ſuch an Oath and Declaration, as might either ſatisfichis Majeſty, that 
thoſe Perſons were become New Men; orelſe might, upon their refuſal of 
that Teſt, give the King a Juſt occaſion, for his own and his Peoples ſecuri- 
ty and peace, to purge them out of their places, and put in Perſons loyal 
and faithful. Moreover, *tis to be noted, that this Teſt upon Corpora- 
tions was by that At to continue but to the Year 1663; as ſhort « 
time as could be ſet for the _ ſo great a Work, as to put things in or- 
der, to go on upon a right Wheel of Government in thoſe places for the 
future; after which they were left to proceed in the ordinary ways of Ele- 
m_—_ Magiſtrates and Officers as heretofore. 

is is nothing but what in prudence and Providence was abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary. And the vle of it hereafter may be this to all Corporations; That 
in all occaſions, be it of Elefting Magiſtrates, Officers, Parliament-Men, 
and doing any thing of Concern to Government, they do carry themſelyes 
in ſuch a manner (it _ indeed their true Intereſt ſo todo ) as not to 
ſuffer Faftions, or particular faftious and ill-affeed Perſons, to grow up 
and get ground among them; for the natural Conſequence muſt be, That 
at length, if ſuch conſiderable Corporated parcels of the Body Politick,, 
ſhall by degrees be corrupted with Men, who by contraRting particular 
Intereſts, thall march counter to the publick Interet of Government, and 
imploy the Intereſts and Credit of their Corporations againſt itz then, of 
courſe, Princes and Parliaments are conſtrained, whether they will or no, 
to provide for a ſecuring the publick Intereſt by ſome extraordinary 
courſe : And when they do it, *tis not their fault that the uſual cobrlſe is 
broken ; but they properly are the Authors, who by their own Extrava- 
gancies firſt gave the occaſion, and preſſed a neceſſity upon them fo to do. 
And truly, in ſuch cafe, the beſt-natured Princes in the World, if you 
conſider them as Publick Perſons, cannot avoid it, unleſs you will ſuppole 
what is abſurd to conceive, that they will relinquiſh the ends of Govern- 
ment, and let all run into confuſion. 


So much for the Reaſon of the AR about Regulating Corporations, Now 
for the next A about the Militia complained of. 


GC 3 LETTER 


LETTER. 


8. © hav” E next ftep was in the Att of the Militia, which went for moſt 

of the chiefeft Nobility and Gentry, being oblized as Lords Lieus 
, tenants, Deputy Lieutenants, &c. to ſwear to the ſame Declaration and Be- 
lief, with the addition only of theſe words, In purſuance of fuch Military 
Commiltons. This Att is of a piece; for it Eſtabliſheth a ſtanding Army 
by a Law, and ſwears us ito « Military Government, 


ANITMADVERS ION. 


OW the intent of this AR for ordering the Afilitia can be wreſted 
to the ſence of a ſtanding Army, is a Conſtruttion paſt all under- 
ſtanding : But the blame of this alſo is laid upon the Biſhops : It muſt be 
ſaid to be their Buſineſs, though of all Men none are more remote from 
the Concern of it. And as little reaſon alſo there is, to peſwade Men 
it Eſtabliſhes a fanding Army, or Military Government. It is indeed 
a conſtant Force : but in whoſe hands? Is it not in the hands of the 
Nobility and Gentry, the perſons of the greate!t Intereſt, and conſe- 
quently moſt concerned in the Maintenance of Civil Government and 
Laws, Liberty and Property? Inſomuch, that we may well believe the 
Men will cut their own throats, as betray either : And Arms truſted 
in the hands of Men moſt intereſted by their own Concerns for Uni- 
verſal Good, are as contrary to the nature of a meer Mercenary Army, 
( for, that he means by ſtanding Army) as Fire is to Water ; ſo that T 
one, in the very Notion, as well as nature of it, is preventive, and pri- 
vative or excluſive of the other. And in the midſt of all the idle Noiſes, 
that we have had theſe late years, about a deſign of a ſtanding Army, 
nothing was a greater ſtay to ſober Mens Minds. than this Conſideration, 
That as we have a King of no By-deſigns and Intrigues; one that loves 
his People ; wiſe, and confident of his Nobility and Gentry ; ſo he knows 
he cannot need Forces to maintain his Government, as long as they have 
the Power by Law to raiſe them for him: nor can there be the leaſt 
—_ for Male-contents to ſow Reports of this kind, unleſs wicked de- 
1gns of their own againſt the Government, ſhall prompt them to new 
Commotions; and then indeed they may have reaſon to fear an Army, 
and cry out againſt it, before it is in being z becauſe they take muti- 
nous courles to force it on us. 


Bu 
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But another fault here found in the Afilitia- AF, is, that the Lords 
Lieutenants and Deputy- Lieutenants are obliged by Oath to declare againſt 
this Traiterom Poſiron of taking Arms againſt the King \, and that Arms 
may be taken by His Authority againit Hu Perſon, or againſt thoſe that are 
Commiſſioned by Him, &c. Doubtlets, this Proviſton ia that Act, is a point 
grounded upon High-Reafſon : For that Poſition and the Covenant, were 
two Vipers that crawlcd into the World out of the bowels of Presbyrery : 
And out of the bowels of thoſe two, crawled all thoſe Monſtrous Trea- 
{ons which afterwards were prattiled. As to the firſt of them, not Ma- 
riana himſelf, nor all the curious Preachers of the Myſtery of King-kslling 
among the Feſaites, ever invented a more nice and ferviccable Ct- 
ſtinftionz fo to ſplit a hair, in point of Allegicnce , betwixt the 
Perlon of a King and His Authority, that the SubjeQts might be brought 
to underſtand, how to kill the Man, and not hurt the Authority or, 
( which is all one ) how to deſtroy a King, and Juſtifie the Fa&t, by 
His own Authority. The fine ſpinning of tuch Politicks, exceeds all 
that ever was done by all the fine Spinners in Logick,, or Metaphyſicks ; 
and *tis ſo fine a Folly, that it would crack an honeſt man's brains to 
conſider it, or puzzle a wiſe man how to diſtinguiſh it from groſs Non- 
lence in Polity. And yet when it ſhall be told to our Poſterity, what 
a world of People ſuch a phantaſtick Notion, as this, drew in to fide with 
a piecg of a Parliament againſt the whole ; and againſt their King too, un- 
cer gfe Notion of being for Him and for His Parliament, 1 am perſwaded 
it Will to them be almoſt incredible: And therefore, it was high wiſ- 
dom for the Parliament, to provide in this A&t of ordering the Afiliria ; 
that the Arms of the Nation might never come into the hands of fuch 
High-Notional Politicians in time to come; who, when Arms were in 
their hands heretofore, tufficicntly tutor'd us in the Arts and Effefts of 
Military Government : And ye may remember ( my good Friends of 
Shaftsbury) this Letter-man, your own Couatryman, had a fair ſhare in 
that Afilitary Government, and knows the ready road to condut you to a 
New One; only ( it ſeems) another Parliament is wanting for the pur- 
pole, to make this King a Glorious King too; as, not long ſince it was 
written to my Lord of Carlsſle : little (1 believe ) to his Lordſhips con- 
tent or approbation. 

As to that Second Viper the COVENANT, Lerna Malorwm ! From 
whence ſprang Hydra, infeſting the three Kingdoms, till ſhe returned in- 
to the Lake of Fire and Brimſtone, there to ſtare in the Faces, or rather 
Conſciences of its own Authors and Proſelytes ? It came on in Nomine Do- 


mini; but whether in the DeePs name more properly, time did try, For, 
this 
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this confirm'd all the miſeries that were , and became, as it were, 
the Broad Seal of the Decree of God's Judgments upon theſe Nations. 
That Solemn League and Covenant came on indeed with Great Solemani- 
ty of pious Pretence, of maintaining us in our former Obligations of 
Allegiance to the King, and His Government, and the Security of Reli- 
gion by Reformation ;, and by this fair fraud, I am perſwaded it was, 
that abundance of men, Conſcientious, but unwary, ſwallowed the Hook, 
and were caught, not dreaming what ought to be conſider'd ; for then 
they might have found under this Fine Zsd, there was Death in the Por ; 
ſeeing it had been formed, and impoſed, only by Fellow-Subjeas, without, 
and againſt the Will of the King ;, for which Reaſon it was indire&, and 
legal; and fo great a ſtranger to the Right Reformed Proteſtant Pro- 
feſſion, that SubjeQts ſhould preſume, by Covenanting, with Fire and 
Sword, to force on a Reformation; that we can find no example for ir, 
but out of the Records of Presbyrery : Nor is there any thing in thoſe 
of Popery to be compared with it; but only that Holy League, which 
engaged France into many years of Blood and Miſery, before it could be 
extinguiſhed. 

They might alſo, had they had wiſdom enough and experience, have 
conſidered what was then in the heart and foreſight of His Majeſties Fa- 
ther, as we find it expreſſed in His Writings; than the inſertion of 
which in this place, nothing can be more to the purpoſe, or more ſea- 
ſonable; eſpecially in a tim?, wherein many of the Old Kindlers are viſi- 
bly blowing this Od Coal again, to revive it; and with it, to over- 
heat the Brains and Conſciences of men, into a zeal of the ſame Obli- 
gation, in ſtead of repentance that ever they took it. But hear what 
the King ſaid of it; and *ris enough to forewarn, and adviſe men of 
any Conſcience, or diſcretion, in the future, { That (ſaith he ) which 
makes ſuch Confederations by way of Solemn Leagues and Covenants, the 
more tobe ſuſpetted, is;, That they are the common Road, uſed in all Fatti- 
ous Perturbations of State or Church : Where Formalities of extraordinary 
zeal and piety are never more ſtudied and elaborate, than when Politicians 
aritate moſt deſperate deſigns againſt all that is ſetled, or ſacred in Religion 
and Laws, which, by ſuch skrues, are cunningly, yet forcibly wreſted by ſe- 
cret ſteps, and leſs ſenſible degrees, from their known Rule and wonted pra- 
tice, to comply with the lumors of thoſe men, who aim to ſubdue all to 
their own will and power, under the diſguiſes of Holy Combinations, ) Wil- 
dom and Truth greater than this, or more Divine, never was utter- 
ed by any Prince fince the davs of Solomon : And it ought to he for ever 
written in the hearts of Subjects z becaule we can ſeal to it, upon = 
fa 
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{ad experience we hal in our late CivilWars, to the utter ruine of all 
Religious Profeſſion, which men ought to take care by ſincerity and 
integrity of life, to hold up in the height of Reputation, as the moſt (a- 
cred thing in the World. 

Otherwiſe, what we may expect of the pretences and diſguiſes cf 
the moſt Santimonious Combinations; the ſame King tells us in the fol- 
lowing words : [ They are Cords and Wythes will hold mens Conſciences no 
longer, than force attends and twiſts them : for every man ſoon grows his 
own Pope, and eaſily abſolves himſelf of thoſe Ties, whi h, not the command of 
Gods Word, or the Laws of the Land, but only the ſubtilty and terror of a 
Party caſts upon him, Indeed ſuch illegal ways, ſeldom or never intend the 
engaging of men more to Duties, but only to Parties : therefore *tis not re- 
garded how they keep their Covenants in point of Piety pretended, provided 
they adhere firmly to the Party and deſign intended. The Impoſers of ſuch a 
League will admit of any mens ſences of it, though divers or contrary, with 
any Salvees, Cautions, and Reſervations, ſo 4s they croſs not the chief deſign 
againſt the Church axd their King], There are many thouſands yer living, 
who can witneſs to the truth of it; that they had no ſooner involved the 
ſeveral Parliamentary Parties in the guilt of that Covenant, but they all 
faſtened ſeveral Sences and ConſtruQtions upon it ; ſuch as might beſt ſuit 
with the ſeveral ends and defigns of their particular Parties. They, like 
Samſon's Foxes, had their heads looking divers ways, but wzre tied 
together by the Tails; had one common lntereſt, which tied them faſt 
to each other in Agreement, for the deſtruction of King and Biſhops, 


They eaſily abſolved one another, and each man himlelf, from the ſeem, 


ing obligations of the Covenant, to Loyalty and Government, as faſt as 
their particular occaſions called them off to other Reſolutions. And if 
we may believe Sir Henry Vane, it was in the penning fo worded, that 
the Nooſe might not be too ſtrict and-narrow for Conlcience to eſcape out 
of it, when occaſion ſhould require. For when that Gentleman came to 
Tower-bill to dye, he told us to this purpoſe, that himſelf had been one 
of the Commiſſioners that went out of England into Scotland, and was 
preſent there in thoſe Councils, then on Foot betwixt both Kingdoms, 
which contrived that Covenant. And when it was objeRed by ſome, that 
if the Terms of the Covenant ſhould run fo higb, for preſervation of the 
King and His Family, as they leemed to be, the King perhaps might not- 
withſtanding be utterly hardened againſt ir, and fruftrate all the good 
intents of it towards himlclt; And 1a tuch calc, it was propounded wm 
Council, what then ſhould be done ? Art laſt it was concluded, an Ad- 
dition ſhould be made to it of that ominous Claule Cn the Ry 
an 
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aud defence, of the Religion and Liberties of the Kingdoms]. A Clauſe 
which was made ule of afterwards, to prove that the Nation might be 
eſtabliſhed in a Government, without any regard to the King or His Fa- 


mily. 

For manifeſtation of this Truth, there needs nv more, but to caſt an 
eye back upon that fatal Remonſtrance of the Army, dated at St. Albans, 
20th November 1648. penned by Ireton, CromwePs Sor-in law; the 
main ſcope whereot was to prove, That they ought to take away the 
Kings Life, with a pretence and form of Juſtice, and cxtirpate His Fa- 
mily. And truly, I have the greater cauſe to remember this, having at 
that time read the Arguments contained 1m ſeveral Prints againſt it, to 
manifeſt unto the Authors of ſuch Counſels, and all the world, that ſuch 
a Courſe of proceeding againſt the King of Englard, is Irrational, Mon- 
ſtrous, and in conſequence pernicious 'to the three Kingdoms, Never- 
theleſs the Argumentation of Colonel Jreton carried it : And whoſoe- 
ver pleaſes to conſult the Contents of that Army-Remonſtrance, ſhall 
find that the beſt Arguments he had (except the Sword) were all fiſhed 
out of ſeveral Topicks contained in the Covenant; among which, the 
main one fetcht from that afore-cited Clau/e, was like the Sword of Go- 
liah;, none like it, to cut aſunder all Obligations both Sacred and Civil; 
and was improved to this point: That fceing theſe Nations were 
brought to ſuch a paſs ( as the Argumentator was pleaſed to lay ) That 
the ends of the Covenant could not be attained by a Government with the King 
and his Family : Therefore, thoſe ends being the Principal Conliderati- 
ons of Mens Covenanting, ought to be made good by another Govern- 
ment, without any regard of Him or His, who were but of a Seconda 
conſideration. And thus, out of the Belly of that Trojan-Horſe the Co- 
venant ſprang, that Hobby-horſe of a Republick, with Cromwell on the 
back of it ; who himſelf at length, convinced in Judgment about forms of 
Government, ſaw and confeſſed, by making himſclt the ſole ſingle perſon 
in Authority; that no Reit is to be had by Government in this Nation, 
but by a Monarchy. 

After this (my good Friends of Shaftsbury ) 1 ſuppoſe you will not 
venture to gainſay, but that it was well done of the Parliament, ( and 
Biſhops too, ſince you will have them nam'd in particular) to paſs two 
ſuch As, as might keep men out of Magiſtracy in Corporations, and 
out of Command in the King's Militia; whole Confciences can yet 
reliſh, and not abhor ſuch a Covenant ; or ſuch a Treaſonous Maxim 
in State ; That the King's Authority may be made aſe of, or turn'd againſt 
bis Perſon. And yet anon, before the end of this Letter, the Author _ 

te 
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eell you of very ſtrong Inſtaneeoand Cates Sorge-body cited in the Hou: 
CT la was end may be lawful L fo t6%, Which 


confirms the King's good fortune, and the Kingdoms too, in being rid 
of ſuch a 5qusrret our of Power, that can crack the Points of Conſcience, 
Party and Politicks, as faft as Nurs, to fatisfie his own Ambitious ard 
hungry Inclination. 

The third A& that he finds fault with is the A of Uniformity : Of 
this he diſcourſes as followeth, 


LETTER. 


HAT the Clergy of England «re _ to ſubſcribe and declare,as the 
Corporations, Nobility and Gentry did ſwear before. 

That the Clergy readily Complied with it, being 9 ſort of Men taught ras 
they to obey than under ſtand ;, and to uſe that Learning they have, to juſtificy 
not to examine What their Superiours command, 

That Barthelomew-day was fatal to our-Church and Religion, in throw - 
ing out 4 very great number of Worthy, Learned, Pious and Orthodox Di- 
Vines, 

That the time ſet for them to ſubſcribe to the Book of Commen-Prayer, 
Eſtabliſhed by this Aft of Uniformity, was ſo fhore for the Printing and 
Publiſhing of it, that one Man in Forty could not ſee that Buoky which he was 
to aſſent and conſent unto, 


ANIMADVERSION, 


$ for time to peruſe the Alterations and Additions then made in the 
Common-Prayer-Book, they had a fair ſpace'to conſider, after the 
Printing and Publication of it, which was till Bar:holomew-day. For the 
Principal Divines ofthe Non-conforming Party {at in Commiſſion with the 
Biſhops 3 ſo that what Alterations or Additions foever were made, it is 
known they took ſuch care to communicate them abroad, that it may be 
remembred how all their Party talkt of every Particularin the City, and 
all oyer the Kingdom; and had been carefully fixed in reſolution to find 
fault with every thing, long beforethe Printing, and never to conform 
toit. Beſides, the Keaſon's offer'd for Alterations or Additions, deſired 
by thoſe Leading Her, were fo little conſiderable, that there were but a 
very ſmallnumber agreed on ;, ſothat a tenth part of the time that paſ- 
ſed berwixt its Publication and Bartholomew-day , might have ſerved 
them all ſufficiently to confider of it, had they becn then to conſider : 
D but 
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but alas ! they had been abundantlyſ[ chooled by Letters before, and by 
Prints too, ſent from their London-Tutors,to be perfeR in thit old Let- 
lon, atainſtall Realon or moderation. Non perſua4ebis eriamſs perſuaſerts, 
So that if our Lecter-Man had pleaſed, he might have ſpared this Obje» 
ion about want of time : but he had undertaken to heap what faults 
he could vpon the Biſhops, right or wrong. They muſt be accuſed, 
though it was the Parliament that let the time + This ſuits with the reſt of 
his deſign, as I told you. | 

But then, a very great number of geodand brave Divines were thrown 
out. Thus he phrales it, whcreas indeed they threw themlclyes our : 
They were (it way be) a fort of Divines, of Conlcience, but whether 
mil-informed and erren:ous, it will concern them to ſee, again itie 
great Day of Account : or wheth er any thing of (ſpiritual pride, Singu- 

larity, Intereſt, or Self-reputation with a party,or ſhame of receding from 

former miſtaken Zeal, Do&trines, Engagements, and ways of getting a 
Livelihood : which of thele Conſiderations might intervene, betwixr 
the Day of Publication and Zartholomew-day, God alone knows,ind will 
one day judge, whois 4 God of Order, and not of Confuſion, as in all the 
Churches. 

Howerer, it concerned the Parliament to fear the worſt, knowing what 

Docrines thoſe men had preached many years before, and what had 

becn their bchaviour : and therefore to bar. the Church: doors againſt the 
like Humours in time to come, that they might no more climb 'up._ into 
the publick Pulpits, to perplex Aﬀairs of the Church: or by mil-leading 
people with ſhews- of Zeal, cauſe new Inflammations in the State: In 
both which points of Aﬀtivity, had not enr Letrer- Man very great occa- 
kon toule themvat preſent, he would no: now have beenſoangry at their 
being kepr our. 

What thole //oriby, Learned, Pions, and Orthodox Divines were, or 
Rill are,I amtied up by the A? ef0b1:vion from telling :whichAR ought 
to be punually obſerved as ſacred; by wiſe Men and good Chriftians, 
that perſon who have formerly erred againſt His Majeſty, either'in 
Matters of Stats or Church, may not be trighted into new-Crimes for 
ſccurity, or from-making open profciſion © of repentance - for the old. 
Chr-ſt faith, Tere 15 more joy m Heaven over one Sinner that repent, than 
ever nincy and nine that never went) eftray, Therefore, it wilt be more 
proper to paint cu7 thole Divines by probabfle ſigns of what w2 are to'ex- 
pet $.om them in furure, than by Animadverting upon theit Attions 
»alt, | | Þ-] 

- If any Divine will;not 'declare. bis wnfeigned Afſent and Conſent ro the 
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Common- Prayer-Book, which contains the Publick Service and Worſhip 
of the Church, what reaſon bath the Magiſtrate-to allow him a part of 
the publick Church maintenance, which is by Law annexed to that 
Service ? Eſpecially ſeeing his Refuſal of Afenr and Conſent doth impli- 
citelyſignifie, that he will do all that ever hecan, to inftru&t and per- 
iwade the people againſt it. Which of theſe two thenis moſt fitting ! . 
either. for the Magiſtrate to comply wich them, or they with the Magi- 
ſtrate ? 
Morcover, If any Divine ſhall refuſe to declare and ſwear, That be 
beleeves it unlawſul zo taks Arms againſt the King, or by bis Authority 
againſt bis Perſon, or a7 aint thoſe that areCommiſſtenated by him: And that 
be believes there l1es no Obligation upon him, or any other perſon, fiom the 
Solemn League and Covenant, to endeavor any Alter ation in Churth or 
Statty and that tt was an unlawful Oath;, what can be ſuppoſed of ſuch 
a Devine, but that he is capable of earthly Deſigns? And thathe may 
be ready, when opportunity ſerves, totake Arms, and preach up again 
the old Doctrine of Serring che Kings Authority againit his Perſen; and 
the Covenant to boot, to pull the Government of Church and State in 
pieces? Thoſe two oppoſite Principles do mutuo ſe pellere,, they 'cannot 
ſtand together, but che one naturally and abſolutely drives out the other. 
Is it in reaſon then to be imagined, that any Prince or State ſhould bave 
leſs wiſdom and fore-ſight th:n every ordinary Ar.imal, to provide 
for Self Prelervation, by Laws that miy ſecure the Religion and Govern-= 
ment Eftabliſhed, wi.b Church Livings alto, in the hands of a Regular 
Conforming Clergy ? Which Laws there was high reaſon ſo to pen that 
they might beas a Tef for diſcovery, and diſabling of Paſtors, retaining 
Princioleetfconſiſtene with Monarchy. Letthe fame men bur turn the 
Tables, and rem:mber what themſelves did heretofore to the Epiſcopal 
Clergy, for net engaging and conforming to thzir wildz Phanſies, upon 
ev:ry Revolntion of Government : And thenlet them and al! men con- 
ſider, with what front any-one of them can condemn this Wiſe and Pro- 
vident At, made againſt the poſſibility-of a Return of the like Confu- 
fions in this Kingdom hereafter, to purge out ſach Worthy, pioxs, but 
not too Learned Divires, Iprayyou: Men (it feerns) of a narrower 
ſwallow now, for an Oath, then ;he Nobility and Gentry: yer at their 
own time they have been able, and while they retainſuch Principles, 
can be again when time ſerves, to {wallow all manner of O.xths, and dey 
vour Nobles, Ge: tlemen too, Clergy, and All. And this our Letrer- Man' 
knows very well : who, having at this time great need of them in the 
Pulpit, is (you ce) very angry they are under hatches. Heonly wants 
D 2 ſuch 


wcb a Houle of Commens as he could wiſh ; for, he reckons himſelf 
ſure of his Clergy z they are of another Kidney than the Church of Eng- 
lands Clergy : Theſe he is pleaſed to brand as Men ofllittle Und - 
ing, and of a pitiful fort of Learning, which teaches to Obey and Fuftifir, 
nor to diſpute the Command; of their Superiours, Meer ulk-Sops they : 
but his are the 3Myrmidons ;Men of Arguments as ftrong as Gun. Powder; 
Profound Men of Letters, who have written, and can wriie, RATIO 
ULTIMA RERUM round the Mouth of a Cannon. 


LETTER, 


HE fourth and laſt AR found fault with is, The FiveMiles Aft paſſed 
== Oxford, which introduces the Oath in the Terms theComriiers would 
bave it. This was then ſtrongly oppo edby the LordTreaſwrer Southampton, 
Lerd Wharton, Lord Aſhlcy, and otbers ;, not only in the concern of theſe 

Minifters rhat were ſo ſeverely haxdled, but as it was in it ſelf an un- 
lawful and unjuſtifiable Oath : however, the Zeal of that time againſt all 
Non-conform:fts cafity paſſed the Alt. 


ANIMADVERSION. 


HAT my Lord Wharton, and Lord A(bley m_ oppoſe it,is not im- 
'T pofibic.bu: of my Lord Southamgren*tis bardly probable ; bur if he 
did, it ſerves for ſome excuſe to Lord Aſhley , becauſe his Lordſhips In- 
tereſt, at thatcarly time of day, was nothing in Court without him, 
and {0 he could loſe nothing there then : For, it was afterwards that he 
crept up like ſvy upon that old Oak of Loyalty Southowpron, into his 
Majeftics favour, and many a good place; which while his Lordſhip 
enjoyed, we do not remember thatever he was angry at this A# : Nor 
do we know any reaſon why it might not have been Rtretcht (at that time) 
a Mile or two morc,without grieving his Lordfhip,or ftretching his Con- 
ſcience : ſo that this Story might have been very well omited, ſo far as 
concerns my good Lord Ajbley. 

If the Miniſters were then !o ſeverely handled,let it be noted, that now 
is the time his Lordſhip would be thought to have had no hand in it. Bur 
whoſe fault was it then ? was it not their own ? were they not very ſevere 
towards the King, when tbey refuſed the Oath contained in that AR, 
which cnjoyned only theſe particulars ? viz. to declare, 

f That it #5 nat lawful, upon any Pretence what ſoruer, to take Arms againſt 
the King. 


That 
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Thet they do abh:r that Traiterons Poſition of taking Arms by bis Anthe- 
rity againſt bis Perſon, or againſt theſe that are Commiſſionated by him, in 
p wr [mance of ſuch Commiſſions. 

And that they will net, at any time, endeavour any Alteration of Govern- 
ment either in Church or State, 

Now lt us reaſon together; Is it rational to imagine, that any Go- 
vernour will not provide for the ſafcty and peace of his Government ? 
Are not Proteftion and Altegiance correlativg? Do they not wwtwo ſe ponere, 
can either be underſtood without the other? 1s not the Band of Politicks 
utterly broken by conceiving the contrary? If a Subje& will not de< 
clarc it uot Lawfal to take Arms againſt the King, 1s there not a clear Impli- 
cation of the Affirmative, that he may, or perhaps will, when he ſhall 
have an opportunity? Is it imaginable then, that any King can think 
himſelf ſecure of luch a Man? or that he could permit him to enjoy 
the common Liberties of his Goverament, who refuſeth to give the com- 
mon Caution required by Governeurs, for the place of Government? Or 
if ſuck perſon have formerly by any Overt Acts declared, or preached to 
ethers, that it is lawfal to take Arms, can he with any colourof reaſon 
find fault with the King, when he demands only gentle Caution of him, 
by declaring that he hath alter'd his Opinion, and will do ſo no mere? 
And in caſe of his refuſal, can he in his Conſcience condemn the Kings 
making a Law, to prevent him from doing the like again? Come, 
Gentlemen, let us to the great Rule of Conlcience, What ſoever ye would 
that Mer ſhould do to you, doye ſo to them: for, this is the Law and the 
Prophetzss Now pray tell me, you that are Kings of thoſe little King- 
doms called Families; If any one of your Children, or Servants, hath 
taught er ſhall reach the reſt, that itis lawful to diſpute and fight with 

ou (and perhaps they doit) in your Houſes, would you not think it 

ange, that any Man ſhould blame you, if you, not puniſhing that Child 
or Servant, ſhould only demand this gentle Caution of hfin , that he 
oblige himſelf never to do the like again ? It's much rather tobe ſuppoſed 
that in ſtead of that you would turn him out of your little Kingdom, and 
no Manceuld find fault with youfor it. Now for inference, It His Ma- 
jeſty,a Prince Gracious and Indulgent b:yond all example, hath laid 
aſide the ſevere part; and if you, _ refuſing to give him the Se- 
eurity of a Promifſory Oath, have in effe& declared that ye will not lay 
afide or quit that unrply Principle of _ Arms againſt him, what -ould 
he do leſs, then to take the Viper out of his own and the Churches Bo- 
fom, and not nouriſh it any longer ? Whereas by the Laws of God and 
Man, and by that Law of Nature called. 7 1 he might have 
taken 
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taken another kind of Courſe, for the Security and Quiet of Himſelf 
and His SubjeQs; andnotoaly have fhut theſe men out of Corporati- 
ons, but out ef the Kingdom, And yet fo far hath his Majeſty been 
from this ſeverity, that the Five Miles A it {elf hath lanzuiſhc with ve« 
ry little Execution: inſomuch that thoſe mzn and th:ir Friends, have, 
at this time of day, fmall cauſe to complain of it: but rather much, for 
a heart-melting into grateful acknowledgments of ſo great Lenity. 

H another Pen had been buſied in this Work of Animadverting, it 
might perhaps have dropt here many notable Reaſons of State, juftifying 
the policy and prudence of that Af, and its execution ; az to name one 
for an Inftance,viz.. Seeing that, by the conſtitution of this Kingdow,the 
Commons Houſe of Parliament have an Intereſt in the Power of Legiſlati- 
07, that no Law can b: made, or repealed without them: And,where- 
as the major part of the Memb:rs are choſen by Corporations, it muſt 
needs be of higheſt concern to preſerve thoſe Bodies Corporate, as free 
as may be, from the infetion of Preachers of tuch Principles, as are de- 
ftruttve of the Kingdoms Conſtitution and Government, leſt in a little 
time the ſwarming Proſelytes of Nonconſormiry come t6 bear away the 
Bell at Elections, and then Trump a Major Vote in the Commons 
Houſe, to play a New Game againat The 014 Sport, For(like bold 
Knaves as they be) they are cock-ſure ( they ſay ) of Lords enough al- 
ready, And, its ſaid, *tisone of you, ye Men of Shaftsbury , that took 
care to Prize the Name of their Lordſhips, for the honor of the Buſi- 
neſs :particularly.the Name of the Good Earl of Shafrebury, with ſpe- 
cial Commendations of Great Pains, Long Speeches, and Extraordinary 
Honeſt Qualities: which our Letter-man hath taken care, ia the next 
Paragraph, mere largely to ſet forth to the beſt advantage. 
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Hus our Church became Triumphant divers years, the Diffenting Pro- 

teſtants being the only Enemy, while the Papiſts remain'd undifturb”d, 
were thought Loyal by the Court, and by our Great Biſhops not dangerous, 
&c, 


ANIMADFERSION. 


þ Ecolleft ye therhings of time paſt, and you may remember, it was 

a ſaying as old as the Reformation it {elf; That the Church of Eng- 

land was like Chriſt himſelf,Crucified berwixt twoTheevergthe m_ —_ 
resby- 


| 0 . ,* (ag): | | 
| Pre+byterian; and, Is it otherwiſe at this day ? for, in ſtead of a Tri- 
umph after His Majeſties Happy Reſtitution, for all her paſt Sufferingsz 
Bchold ! how both the ſorts of Adverlaries are plying their Separate In- 
tereſts, agreeing only in this, How to Plot her Deftrution: the Na- 
rural Conlequent whereof muſt be this, That, after ber Ruine, the P.4- 
piſt ſtand> ready to lubj<& the Monarch to a Single Pope : the other, to 
Subvert the Monarchy,by Enthroning here a Many-Headed- Papacy.The 
one would Rob the KIN G of Half His Power : the other, of the 
Whole, Both willallow ofa King, lo he be Nothing,that is, as long as He 
plealesthem z If not, they have a Whip and a Bell, to Correct or Depole 
Him: of which our Hiſtories are full, $o that if the CHUKCH be 
not Maintained over them both, to Defeat their Deſigns: of Supplanc- 
iag her, tell us then, with all your Wiſdom, ye Men of Shafts- 
bury, What will become of us? and, Whatthe end of theſe things 


will be ? 
LECT.ER, 


T HE next Pay agr aph of this Latter tells us a Romantick Story of a Giant 
and the Earl of Shaft:bury. The Giant (he faith) was my Lord Clif- 
ford, amanof 4 daring 4nd ambitious ſpirit : but that the Earl sf Shatts- 
bury was 4s daring, but more able: ( ſome think he did vot well to leave out 
the word more ambitious r00) 

That he was of Principles and Intereſts diametrically oppoſite to Clifford, 
yer preſently cloſed with him in propoſing the Declaration for Indulgence ro 
Diſcaters in Religion, 


ANIMADVERSION. 


Tnce the Earl of Shaftsbury is named, Oh! What an occafion is 
here fora Comment? Thus ir gocs likewiſe inall other Romances : 
the ſmall Knight, or the Squire, always appears an abler man than he 
Giant, and is ſure to get the better. And, *tis but Reafon ic ſhould be 
ſo, at this time eſpecially, becaule inth: 9th. Page of the printed Letter 
arc thefe words allo: Th«t the Earl of Shaftsbury :s a Mr of creat Abili- 
ties, and knowledge in Aﬀ:irs ' and one, that in all the variety of Changes 
of this !aft Age, was never kitown to be eicher bought,or frighted out of bus 
publick Principles, It may bz, the Penman of this Letter is ſome plea- 
fant perſon, of little acq”aintance with his Lordſhip :. or, he Dream of 
" the World to be made of Oatmeal, or to have been in- a Dream theſe 
Thirty years: And, fo we may, if we pleaſe, Dream on, That his _ 
Ip 
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Thip is no Changeling, Would that it had been true (quoth the Prerhy- 
terian) for, beeame ours. But, (ſaid a certain Presbyter) tet 
me tell youa Storyz and firſt, I fay he is a Knave that thinks I mean 
it of his Lordſhip, Once upon a time (as I remember) the Old King bad « 
Dorletſhire-Eel by the Tail , which then ſlipe intothe hands of our Party ; 
And when we thought eur ſelves ſure of him, whip, he was gene, «1:0, in 4 
Trice, .Commenced « Brother-Independent : which was a wiſe part ; andno 
erick of a Changeling,ro ſhift Principles likg ſhirts; and quit an unlucks Side, 
ina fright, at the noiſe of a New Prevailing Party ; with whom he ſtayd, 
till be grew wp t0 the ſize of a Great:Common-weab hs-many ard wad e Hay 
in the Sun-ſhine. until the Common. wealth and Cromwel were brought to 
bed of a ſtrange new kind of Monarchy.j#n the Houſe of Comme;:1,4 Three or 
four bundred- Headed Monarchyyc alled,TheFifthMonarchy,& x :hnſe days 
it was alſocalled, CromwelsLittleParliament;i» which his little Lord (ip be- 
Came one of the Princes among a drove of Changelings. But there, havin; ſpied 
outCromwel's purpoſe of Matching to another ſort of Monarchy of bis ow; his 
little Lordſhip then reſolvedylike a conſtant Fready man to bis own mainPoint, 
to Trepan them, and to ftrithe in with bim; and lent bim a belping hand to- 
ward; the confounding of Fifth-Monarchy, to makes way for a New One 
wuder the Name Protetor. Then, in this Scene of Affairs, he being made 
« ProteQorian Privy Counſeflor ; and, after a while, he aſpirirg alſo to 
become the ProteAtors Son-in-law; Cromwel (who well —_—_ wnder- 
ſtood him) either diſdaining, or not daring to take him ſo near into bis be+ 
ſome, took occaſion alſe to be quit of him out of his Council: So that now it 
was high time indeed, of neceſſity, to turn back, ts the OLD HONEST 
POINT of the COMPASS, and get in again, tobe thought a New Man 
of His Majeſties P.irty. This was no bard matter, to be done by a man of his 

pper Conſcience, and dexterity, that can Dance througha Hoop ; or that 
can be aT ambler through Parties, or a ſmall Teazer of Religions, and Tone 
zer of Fattions;, a Pettifogger of Politicksytbe very Windmill andWeather- 
cock of every GODLY PARTY : He, even be, turned ag an tothe Tents 
of the wicked. For, to goon with my Story (quoth the Presbyter) no ſooner 
bad Cremwel done his de with him, and ſented bim ;, and, like a true In 
triguc- Maſter, ont- done him, and ſpued bim owt 3 but being thrown o're- 
board un! of Two New Monarchies, he immediately racks and got «(hore 
ag ain on the thirts of the Kings old Monarchy ;, that ir, he ran in. as near it 
4s he could at that time ; __ for bis own ſake, reſolved to be at true as be 
could for it, by embarkirg in a New Kindred of the Royal Party, ſeeing be 
could nt catc:. the Cromwelian. To make ſhort myT aleySirghe matcht bin- 
ſelf rhen into a Noble Family, one of thoſe that in the late Troubles 1-6 
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bit deſerved of His Majeſty ) with a Lady that mas Niece to a late Noble 
Lord ,, who ( as be well knew ) bad Merit-Koyal enough, to anſwer for all the 
paſt faults of a ſmall wandring Politico, and makg bim paſs for a Koyal- 
lift, if Royalty come in play again. In the mean time, being out of all pub- 
lick, Councils, be was at leaſure to make Court to all private Malecontents a- 
gainſt Oliver 3 and whereſoever he found a ſore, there he rub'd hard» 
eſt, till the end of the reign of Richard, and of the Wallingfotdian Party, 
for, by this time the Rump was got in again; and then hs got in again with the 
Rump 3 ot into the Houſe, but into the bearts of ſome of its Un 
Members and Atiors, and became a. bufie man to decoy them into the reach of 
their own deſtiny; And now you bave him thus far on bis way, may be 
ſa charitable, if you pleaſe, as to imagine that all this variety of þ nh was 
meant by him,on purpoſe to bring about His Majefties Happy Reſtitutian. 
Indeed one would think, ſo, conſidering the bounties be immediately after re- 
ceived from the hand of a maſt graciaus King , Honors, Offices, P, r, and 
Preferments 1, and theſe, in trati of time, advanced to the utmoſt magnitude , 
with many private Favaurs ;, ſo that if be was never bought out of bis pub= 
lick, Principles, yet be was ſoundly paid for his private, though never ſatisfied, 
till at the old game of ſhifting Perſons and Parties alſo at Court, be at length 
play'd bimſelF quite out of Play : and ever ſince, in the Summer-time , you 
have bima F —_— not far from Shaftsbury 3 in Winter about London- 
City , to ſirike in with the berd of all Opinions, for hunting out old Princi- 
ples in this Foreft of Chimneys And becauſe ws Presbyters are ready to 
ſtart them, we pray be may have grace to purſue the chate, an4 never leaye us 
in the lurch any more : And, that our Brother-Independents may be brought 
to forget, how he b:lpt to train ſome of them to the Gallows. May they leave 
off barking when he comes into the City, and not do as dogs do at a Pell- 
monger, when he paſſes through a Country-Town : For, even thoſe pow Ani» 
mals are more prudent,than to be at prace with any,wboſe Trade it bath been to 
hang and flea them, But let their months be ftopt , and maybe never ſerve us 
as be ſerved them, And may this Tale of min: never be told again to the reſt 
of our Brethren: Nor this Kel be rofted as th: Rump was in the ſtreets of 
London : For, truly it bad never ben told at all, if I thought any man could 
be ſo fooliſh. and malicious, as to think,my good Lord Shaftsbury is meant in 
any part of the Story. But, *tis brougbt in here, only to ſhew bow curiouſly 
contraries do illuſtrate each ather ;, and, what Eels _ Serpents ſome men in 
the World will appear to be, if their qualities and conditions be compared witb 
the Excellexcier of that noble Lord ; who was never bought, nor frighted, 
out of | bis Publick, Principler—— . Thus far went the Presbyter with his 
Tale 3-and defired any man to match it in Chaucer or Boccace. No 
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wonder then if his Lordſhip went beyond my Lord Clifford, And, the 
leſs are we to wonder at all the great things ſaid of my Lord Shafts- 
bury in this LETTER, if it were true, which was ſaid at ſeveral Coffee- 
houſes, when it firit came out in Print 3 That his Lordſhip was no ſtran- 
ger to its Compilement z though *cis written in the {tile of ſome other per- 
fon ; 
For, in the ſame Paragraph we are told, that when the War was to 
be made with Holland, the Lord Clifford adviſed the King to L_ all 
Diſſenters in Religion at home,with granting the Declaration of Indulgence: 
and, that the Earl of Shaftsbury, though a man of principles and intereſt oppo= 
fite to the other , preſently cloſed with bis Advice. But, he doth not tell us 
the Reaſon, why the Earl became hot for Indulgence : you are to know, 
it was then a time of day, that his Lordſhip had worn out his little Inte- 
reſt in Epiſcopacy, and all affeQion for it 3 and ſaw alſo, that many at 
Court began to be ſick of him 3 ſo that it was high time, perceiving an 
uncertainty of his Court-Station, to provide himſclf a retreat into ſome 
ppular Fatiion, He had long done it before, for fear he might in an-ill 
day have need of them 3 therefore ever and anon the ſprinklings of his 
Court-holy-water were beſtowed upon many of the Good people ; and ſome 
ſinall good Offices he did for them, that the reſt of the perſecuted might 
know where to find a patron: So that with the one hand he ſwept 
away as many Court-advantages out of the publick, and was as deep in as 
any man 3 with the other hand he upheld a Stock going with the pious 


party. 
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God hinfclf made the World of Diſcordia Semina Rerum , Why then 
may not men thus build their Fortunes ? but he never lov'd Linſey-Wol- 
ſey to be worn by his Loyal Subjects nor ever liked, that men ſhould 
thus reconcile Chrift and Belial, fo at to make their Markets of them 
both together : yet this was the conſtant Trade fince the King's Reſt itw- 
tion, Nor is his Lordſhip without Example and precedent for it 3 it ha- 
© ving been practiſed by the old Earl of Leicefter, and other Courtiers in 

the dayes of Q. Elizzbeth, King James, &c, And many times, old fa- 
fhions will up again among ingenious Tailors, who alwayes take their 
Meaſures in every employment. There is Goſpel too for this ; thus did 
the znjuſt Steward provide, in caſe he ſhould be turned out of his 
Stewardſhip. Wiſely then did his Lordſhip , to feather himf{clf = 
tae 
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the Mex of the World fo long beforchand, that when the time ſhould be * 
over, and the Chancellorſhip be rendrcd, he might, with a ſure Friend 
Mammon , be any where welcom, and have all deeds forgotten which 
were done in darkneſs being next to begin the World again, by ſetting 
up anew among the Children of Light, the Old Trade of crying out Po- 
pery aud Prieſts, Biſhops, Evil Counſellors, and Grievancesy and, Now alſo, 
No Parliament : but, a New One (as like the O14 One as may be) can do 
the BUSIN SSof his Lordſhip and the Nation. There is no remedy to 
be thought on but one, and that is a very pleaſant one: Call back my 
Lord to Court ;, then all will do well again, and he will me the labour 
of tclling the whole Intrigzc of his Matters. Call back my Lord Clifford 
too, and his Lordſhip ſhall never more quarrel him about Indulgen:e, Po- 
pery, Parliament, or any thing elſe: Yea, and he ſhall ask him pardon too 
for ſo artificially contriving that fine Fiction or Scene of Diſcourſes, ſup- 
poſed to have been —_ concerning himſelf and Lord Cliford when 
alive, but framed to ſcandalize him after his death 3 not ſparing reflections 
even upon His Majeſty alſo Himſelf, and- his affairs 3 that fo he might, 
by uſing the Stile of a Third perſon, a an oſtentation of his own being 
the only States-man that took care of Indulgence, Trade, Religion Kingdom 
and All; as you may find at large in the fourth and fifth Pages of this 
LETTER, But you have been already ſhewn , how long it was before 
his Lordſhips Zeal brake forth with ſo bright a flame, and what the end 
of it may bez even an Vniverſal Inflammation , if the New praGtiſing of 
the Old Deluſions be not prevented. 

But becauſe here hath been mention often made of my Lord Clifford, 
with intent of diſadvantage to his memory, therefore, ere I diſmiſs this 
part of the LETTER, it cannot be amiſs to ſhew you a better Pifture 
of him , as it was drawn alſo by the lacky hand of the Good Earl of 
Shaftsbrry, but is was ina time when his Lordſhip had a Being in White- 
Hil, and was willing to Court him that was his Rival in the Treaſury, 
rather than not hold on his new Office of Chancellor. The precife 
time was, when his Lordſhip gave the Lord Clifford the Oath of Lord 
Treaſurer in the Exchequer-Chamber, 5 Decemb. 1672 where, in his 
Speech, he began with my Lord Clifford's Integrity, Ability, a1:4 Experi- 
ence in Aﬀairsz and that therefore the King had choſen him to be His 
Lord Treaſurer : A Place that requires ſuch a Main, as our Gr:at Maſters 
Wiſdom found fit for it from whoſ* Natural Temper we may exp*0& Comrage, 
Drichneſr, and Reſolution, from whoſe Education, Wiſdom 214 Experience z 
and from whoſe Extraflion , that Noble and Illuſtrionus Honſe of the Clif- 


fordsz an Heroick, Mind, s Large Soul, and an nnſhakex Fidelity to, the 
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Crown- 
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Crown. Ant when hecomes to conclude, he adds to him theſe words , 
T1 wiſh, or rather propbeſie, your excee {ing all your Predeceſſors in this Place , 
1be Abilities and Fidelity of the Renowned Lord Burleigh 3 The Sagacity, 
Suickneſs, and great Diſperch of bis Son the Lord Salisbury 3 and the Up- 
rightn:ſs , Imegrity, and Wiſdom , of that great Man that went laſt b:fore 
you, the Earl of Southampton. 


Now, Gentlem:#, you that are Friends of Lord Shaftsbury , if you 
have any care of his Reputation, adviſe him' to defire the Printer to blot 
out all the Charcers of my Lord Cliffrd, in the Second Edition of 
this LETTER, and put in theſe: or atleaſt, for his Lordſhips ſake, 
have not fo hard an opinion of Clifford : or elſe be | ga to do my Lord 
Clifferd and your ſelves this Right , as to ſuſpend your opinion of this 
Lorg, till you are ſure it can be a good one. But if then you find no 
cauſe to believe all the Out-crics which were at the time of Clifford's 
Fall, hold on ill, if you can, the humour of believing all the other De+ 
vices of his little Lordſhip ;, till he at length ſerve you, as he hath ſerved 
all the reſt of his Believers. 


LEITER 


Tac next Contents of the Letter are theſe : Viz. 
That the Penner thercof wiſhes, The Dectaration for Indulgencs might 
bave hai a Imger continuance, and a better reception z Bot (faith he) the 


Biſhops took offence at tt. 
| ANIMADVERSION. 


AY thing to lay load of Envy upon the Biſhops : That is a main de- 
fign of the LETTER. At that Corner of the Monarchy, its old 
Enemies are to make the new On-ſet ; and then what follows? The 
Annals of the late Reign of Presbytery will tell you nothing but Violent 
Perſecution. Not a word in thoſe days of Indwlgence , nay, not ſo much 
as to the Brother-Indepzndents , whoſe true Intereſt it is as much as the E- 
pogo, to preſerve the preſent Government by Epiſcopacy : For, 
let the Presbyter up with his Throne again,and both the other will be alike 
expoſed to his mercy. Suppoſe the worlt you can of one Biſhop in a 
County, yet paſt experience hath told us, we had better have him there 
than a mean upſtart Inſulter over both, to play the Devil for Gods ſake, in 
every Pariſh. The reſt of the Diſſemters axe therefore to conſider 3 That 


35) - . 
as the Epiſcoparien's greateft Jealouſic'is at the Prerbyter, becauſe the Aims 
of them both being at « National Form, they cannot both ſtand together, 
but the one muſt of neceiſity deprive the other 3 fo, foraſmuch as all other 
Nonconformers lay no claim'to a Church National, but in Spiritual Matters 
ſeek only Toleration and Indnigence ; They cannot, if they pleaſe to lay 
alide old Animoſities, give any Ombrage or [caloufic to the Epiſcoparian 3 
becauſe in their way of Churching, they deſign only a private Rule over 
one another. Their only Concern then is, by a total quitting of all In- 
trigues, or Correſpondence in Counſels with that falſe Brother the Pres- 
byter, the natural common Enemy of their way of Churching, as well as 
of the National : which being cordially done in future, and all cauſe of 
Jealoufie, on their parts, being thereby removed 'rom the Governours, 
there can be no doubt but they may be induced to allow them a fair and 
laſt ing Indulgence. 

Moreover, it ought to be conſider'd, though the Biſhops be charged 
by our Letter-Man as the Undoers of the Indulgent Declarations it was 
not They, but the 'Parliament that undid it; it being by both Houſes 
judged inconvenient to be continued, by reaſon it was thought prejudicial 
to ſome Laws made for an Uniformity in Matters of publick Worſhip, 
and conſequently an intrerchment upon Law : fo that the Parliament 
was therein led by Keaſon of State, when they beſought his V ajcſty for 
the cancelling of it : the Lords Spriritzal were concerned in it no other- 
wiſe than the Lords Temporal; and it was, upon the Joint Application of 
both Lords and Commons, recalled. The Inference then which I would 
offer at from theſc !)i{-ourſes, is 3 That if thoſe aforeſaid Diſſenters would 
by Overt-ARts of 2-}aviour in future, make it evident to the Parliament, 
that they are in |:cart alicnated and departed from the Presbyter, the great 
common Enemy 1} the Crown, as well as of the Church, *tis not impoſſible 
(yea, perhaps not improbable) but that the ſame Parliament may then 
come to ſee it Reaſou of State alſo, to find out ſome Expedient to make 
a difference, in execution of Law, betwixt Them and the YTrreconcileable 
Presbyter, notwithſtanding the ſeverity of Laws at preſent z, eſpecially if 
the Houſes once (ee cauſe given them to apprehend, Fhat ſuch Diſſengers 
are reſolved to become as loyal and ſerviceable to his Majeſty and the Go« 
vernment here, as Diſſenters were heretofore in France unto King Henry 
the Fourth. 

And truly, ſeeing there is this difference betwixt the ordinary Diſſenters 
and the Presbyters; that the latter is & drrefo inconfiftent with all Mo» 
narchy , becauſe Presbytery claims to'be Underivative from any Secular 
Monarch, and in ordine ad Spiritzalia, doth as-it were uſurp his Power : 

an 
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and-ſecing the former 3 while they ſeck only an Indulgence, may well 
enough conſiſt with our Engliſh Monarchy ; there is no queſtion but they 
may, in due time, if they behave themſelves wiſcly, obtain their deſired 
Liberty. For, in the very following Lines of the LETTER, our Au- 
thor ſignifies, That at the next meeting of the Parliament, the Biſhops pro- 
moted the Proteſtant Tntereft ſo bigh, that an Aft came up from the Commons 
to the Houſe of Lords in favour of the diſſenting Proteſtants, and bad paſſed 
the Lords but for want of time. What hath been may be : ſo that if the 
ordinary Diſſenters ſhall be ſo wiſe, as to mind their true Intereſt, which 
really lies in a hearty complaiſance with the Intereſt of the Government, 
the like may ſoon be done in favour of them again. 

Next, hetells us, There was another At then paſſed the Royal Aſſent, for 
the excluding all Papijts from Office z in the oppoſition of which the Lord Trea- 
ſurer Clifford fell : and yet to prevent bis ruin?, this Seſſion had the ſooner 
end, As for the Lord Clifford, me thinks he might before now have been 
left at reſt in his Grave: but there is (it ſeems) another Lord in the 
World js reſolved he ſhall not 3 becauſe while his Lordſhip tugg'd hard, 
and lay gaping for the Office of Lord Treaſurer, my Lord Clifford got be- 
tween and carried it away 3 for which he will never forgive his memo- 
ry, nor any of his Friends. Nothing could pleaſe after this 3 no not 
the Great Seal it (elf, though one would have thought that enough to fill 
the Swallow of any Gnat. But Oh !. the Dear Bag was gone, the Butt- 
end of all his hopes, and ſo neither Seal nor Purſe could fatisfic ! No- 
thing now but Revenge 3 for, then his Lordſhip ſaw plain the —_— 
of his own Court-Intereſt drawing on, which had been long before for- 
feited by many a Juggle. Then his Picty began to work, when his Co- 
vetouſneſs had nothing to work upon 3 and nothing after this could be 
thought of, but Fire and Flames of Zeal, to ſcatter about the Court and 
Kingdom. A loud and ſudden Cry muſt be raifcd in fear of Popery, by 
pretence of which (the old trick ) the Nation was to be forthwith in- 
coxicated, and the Lord Cliford confounded 3 and all Papilts alſo were 
to be put out of Office, becauſe the Maker of this Out-cry was in fear 
to bels I write not this to plead for their being in Office 3 but only to. 
. obſerve how pat the lictle Adverſary timed all things, for his own pur- 
poſe of commencing the new Game of Popr/arity, He forcſaw his own 
Fate, and labour'd hard to get in elſewhere, before they had quite thrown 
him out at Whitz-Hall; that fo when he wcnt off, he might in a_ new 
. World turn up Trump, as the Faith's great Dcfender againſt Popery. 
- This was the reaſon why he ſpurr'd on that AG fo cagerly, to run Papiſts 
. out of Ofhce 3 and why he afterwards appcarcd fo vigorous in puittipg 
| "the 
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the 4d in execution : for, in all the time ſince the King's Happy Reftau- 
ration, we never heard, till this ſudden fit, of his Lordfhips having been 
in any fright before about the Papiſts, or any other ſort of Religion what- 
ſoever. So that from the time of this firſt fright we are to reckon the 
Riſe of all the Jealoulics and Conteſts that have enſued lately, or which 
may enſue, about the Afﬀairs of the Government 3 and of all the late ill 
Impreſſions, which have been craftily and moſt induſtriouſly made upon 
the minds of the people, to prepare them (if poſſible) for a Mutiny. 


LEITER 


BY: the Letter poes on thus : In this poſture matters were found in the 
Seſſion of Parliament that began Octob, 27. 1673. which being ſud- 
denly broken np, did nothing. 


ANIMADFTERSION. 


"T1 a condition of Aﬀairs much to be lamented, that ſo mary Seſſions 
* of Parliament have of late been broken re infedia'; and we might ve- 
ry much wonder at it, conſidering his Majeſties great delight which he 
hath had in the good Advices and AﬀeRtjons of his Parliament, did we 
not know that ſome Emviens Ones made it their Buſineſs to ſow Tares, 
and caſt Blocks in the way to impede all happy Proceeding 3 that citker 
Houſe might be imbroiled in its ſelf, and both with one another 3 and 
ſo be utterly incapacitated for any diſpatch of Publick Buſineſs. The 
Inſtances are too fad to be mentioned* and I wiſh they were for ever in 
oblivion, which neceſſitated his Majeſty; for the very Honour of Parlia- 
ment it ſelf, and of his Government, to put an end to many ſtrange De- 
bates and Controverſies, which could by no other mcans be done , but 
by ending the ſeveral Seflions. For, even in that Houſe, whoſe true In- 
tereſt is inſeparably and more eſpecially annexed to that of the Crown 
Imperial of this Realm, and cannot ſtand without it, there 'was found 
a new Lord, this laſt Seſfion, whoſe Speech (if we may believe a Paper called 
a Speech,catcfully printed under the Name of the Earl of Sbaftsbury vented 
many ſtrange paſſages, upon the Debate of appointing a day for the hearing 
of Dr. Sbirley's Cauſe by the Peers : which ſhew plainly enough, who it was 
which backt and befooled the DoRor to a perpetual attendance on that Bu- 
fine(s; not for any good will to him,who (poor Man!) was made a meer 
Stalking Horſe, but to catch other ends, and create miſchicf to King and 


Kingdom, by Rrangling the great Aﬀairs and Hopes of His Majeſty, Du 
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the midſt of His many preſſing publick Occaſions for Supplicsz to the 
wantof which Supplics in good time, we are to aſcribe the late loſs of 
Repute, with the other publick Inconveniences and Damages in our Na- 
val Intereſts, cc, which have been complained of. Such Mea there are 
as ſtudy, firſt, how totie up the hands of the King and His Miniſters with 
Neceffity,and then make the People cry out at them, for not doing what 
they were diſabled to do. And therefore, that the Nation may know, to 
what Malcontent the King and People do owe thoſe Damages, and the 
fruitleſneſs of the laſt Seſſion of Parliament 3 and from thence gheſs, who 
it was that drave the deſign of fruſirating alſo theſeveral Seffions that 
went before it: It will not be amiſs to give the World ſome account 
here of divers Pafſages of that Speech, Printcd with the Title of the Earl 
of Shaftibary : which no Man that reads but would (wear it his. 

This Speech confeſſes, the Lord Chancellor, and the Lord Biſhop of Sa- 
lichwry had at the ſame time made Speeches to ſhew , that to ſet a day to 
enter upon a Hearing in the Lords Houſe, of the Cauſe of Dr. Shirley, be- 
fore the great Concerns of the King and Kingdom, in Supplies of Money, 
and other Bills, ſhould 'be diſpatched, would be to induce feveral grand 
Inconveniences: As firſt, That ſeeing both Houſes bad been highly engaged in 
—_ with each ather a their reſpefiive Priviledges, occaſioned by that 
Canſe, the appointi a ſhort day for their Lordſhips ta bear it, wonld im- 
mediately. bro ou the like Conteſts again, and ſo canſe a Breach betwixt ihe 
Honſts : and; Secondly, That after ſuch 4 Breach, made for tbe ſake of a 
Private Cauſe, no ordinary way being left for diſpatch of the maxy publick, 
Bills depending in the Homſes, or for raifong of Moneys z tbe whole Buſineſs of 
Naval Preparations, 'and of other great Affairs, and. of the Reputation and 
Intereſts of the King and Kingdom, at bome and abroad, would unavoidably 
fall to rune. And their Lordſhips were told.They could not but be convinced 
in their Conſtiences, that if that matter of Shirley were then proſtcuted, it 
— a Breach. This was the Sence alſo of moſt other Noble 
Lords. | 

But alas'! that Printed Speech makes the Earl of Shaftsbury ring another 
Tune, -as iff his Lordſhip: had 'other publick Bufinefs, or asf it bad no 

been Shirley's private Bufineſs, but bis Own : (@ that if we ray be- 
Heve that Print, the People need no other evidence,  tofhew who was 
the' Defigrier of the Jaft Seffions of Parliaments nan-effect y or to enable 
chem cogheſs, who it was that ſpoiled ſeveral foregoing Sefhons,by ſpin- 
ningithe Hke long Speeches, to (tart and cheriſh Controverſies; inficad of 
doing Buſmeſt.. And from thence they. may:do well ta conſider, if the 
Fke-thall be donc gain , what kind of Man that js, 'whoiſhall endeavor 


to 


(39) 


to render a Parliament of no Effet : And what a difference can be made 
betwixt a Subverter and a Continual Fruſtrater of the Parliamentary Con- 
ltitucion. 

In the firſt place, that Speech tells the Lords, That the All of their 
Lordſhips was at Stake in that Buſineſs of Shirley ; as if the Houſe of 
Peers conld not ſtand unleſs they reſolved to hear him that Minute: and 
yet many Lords (if Prints belie them not) did ſeem to believe it. But 
thoſe Lords (I ſuppoſe) cannot but by this time obſerve this one Paſſage 
of the Print (page the 5th) which repreſents my Lord Sbaftsbury being in 
fear that « Vote might paſs there, Ge medling with no private Buſineſs 
for fix Weekg, O my Lords, (aid he, if this be your Buſineſs, ſee where you 
are, if we are to Poſtpone onr Tudicature , for fear of offending the Houſe of 
Commons, for fix Weeks they in the interim may paſs the MONEY, and 
other acceptable Billy, which His Majefty thinks of importance. Sure, the 
Print hath belied ſoLoyal a Heart as my Lord Shaftsbury,to make him{peak 
thus : which in plain Engliſh amounts to this 3 [ my Lords, take beed what 
you do, the King _ to have the Bill about Money, and the other acceptable 
Bills of importance diſpatched, and brought to bim , and the Houſe of Com+ 
mons would fain bave Shirley's Buſineſs laid afide for fix Weeks, that the 
Work, may not be bindred, but the King ſatisfied. | As if it had been a 
matter of Danger to ſatisfic the King 3 which is a RefleQion upon Ma+« 
jelty, not to be dartcd out by any Subjet in fo great an Aſſembly : 
And by it, you have the purpoſe of the great Deſign pointed out in molt 
Legible Characters 3 his Lordſhip openly perſwading the Peers,if he can, 
to thwart the King, and render the Parliament unfit to do the Kings Bu- 
fineſs : ' So that if the Print be a true Copy of his Speech, then here's the 
Trouble-Houſe z Ex ore tuo condemnaberis. What need we any more 
witneſs who it is that troubles the King and Kingdom ? 

But the Print goes on, and ſaith his Lordſhip ſaid further: That t6 
lay ſweet Shirley aſide (page the 6th) would be to alter the Conftitztion 
of - the Government : and there is no Reaſor of State can be an Argumens to 
your Lordſhipr, to turn your ſelves out of that Intereſt you bave in the Con+ 
ſtitution of the Government.Nothing, may more make us ſuſpect this Speech 
than that it preſents his 'Lordfhip as a Man afraid of altering the Con- 
ſtitution of Government: I muſt confeſs I never knew him like an alte-" 
ration' inany Government, as long as himſelt could be one in it: there« 
fore ſeeing! he' is none now , *tis wiſely done of him to infinuate the- 
Crime upon others 3 for, ſo the Print doth very lily upon thoſe Noble 
Lords, whoſe Judgment and Conſcience led them to lay afide Difputes/ 
about Judicature, that they might do the King and Kingdoms —_ 
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before Shirley's : And for this they were told (page 6b.) that they were 
ready to give away their Pecrage, with its Rights and Priviledges z and 
eambling down their own Houle, to become Creatures as mean and Jow, 
notwithitanding they have Titles, as they are in abſolute  Monarchizs : 
And, that there is no Prince that ever govern'd with-mt a Nobility, or an Ar- 
my ; if you will not bave one, you mat bave other, And, thus he con- 
cludes, | I therefore declar?, that T will ſerve my Prince as a Peere, but will 
not deſtroy the Peerage to ſervebim.] And now Ict us conlider, what oc- 
cafion or need his Lordſhip had of this high Bravade, unleſs it were craf- 
tily to pofſeſs mens minds with a ſecret opinion, as it the King and thoſe 
noble Lords, which ſtuck cloſe to His Majeſties Concerns, and the King- 
doms, in this Debate, had an end to overthrow the Houſe of Peers, make the 
Monarchy abſolute, and Rule by an Army: A thing the moſt imperti- 
nently, and ſenſeclefly infinuated that can be, from ſuch Premiſes as have 
been mentioned. And it rather argues, that the Arguer hath ſome 
ſtrange deſign or other upon the Government, it he cannot by hook or 
by crook get himſelf in again to the Helme of it 3 But, his Reaſons and 
the Deſign being well enough apprehended, this, and fome other little 
Dclufions, of late years pradtiſed under publick good Pretences, cannot 
but be underſtood by the Lords and Commons, as meer Tricks to turn 
the Frame of Government off its whecles again, and to ſhatter it into a 
Presbyterian Ariſtocratick, or @ Popular Tyranny : for, that is the inevita- 
ble conſequence of unhinging this Wel-order'd-Monareby, 

But, the Print faith, his Lordſhip went yet farther, being reſolved to 
ſearch the Monarchy -to the bottom, page 10 and 11, and, by the way 
he digs down as low as the Grave of Archbiſhop Land. His Lord- 
ſhips Friends of Presbytery tumbled him in, and, Why ſhould not he 
make bold to rake him out again > The new Canons alſo made in that- 
Archbiſhops time are brought forth and Arraigned, with the Biſhops, fer: 
aſſerting Monarchy to be of Divine Right. Tt ſeems then the Work is 
going on again : they mean to bait the Biſhops, and undreſs the Monar- 
chy once more, and then ſtuff it with Presbyterian Hay or Stubble. It 
may amaze any man to think,of his Lordſhips wild way of diſcourſe; how 
it was poſſible, from ſo ſlender a Topick as the Caſe of Shirley, to ime 
prove it unto the introducing and determining of ſo many great and 
weighty Points z and how he had the Art to hale them ir thus by head 
and ſhoulders : but, the itch of much Speech-making is a diſcaſe that 
makes men ſometimes delirious. For, the Print boldly. infers theſe fol- 
lowing Particulars, 


1. That 
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' 2. That the King is King by Law, andby the ſame Lam that the poor man 

enjoyes bis Cottage. What need this have been ſaid, at a time when there 

was no occaſion for it, unleſs his Lordſhip had a mind to maintain, That 

the King hath no Right more Divine than a Cottager ? for, Dolus lates 

in Generalibus;, and theſe things do not portend any good meaning. 

2. That a King Governing by an Army, without bis Parliament, is a Go- 
vernment ( Gaith he ) that I own not, am not obliged to, nor was born under,” 
Tis a pleaſant thing to have thus entertained the Houſe of Peers 3 Firſt 
with ſetting up Men of Straw; and then to defeat them, ſtart Chimeraes 
and run them down again by force of imagination to fix a King , as Go- 
verning in the head of an imaginary Army, and then rout him: and, 
the Scene of all this muſt be =. yy to be England, becauſe his Lord- 
thip was not born, nor is obliged to Government any where elſe: Nor 
can the common Readers of his printed Speech apprehend, but that he 
means , and would ſcem to fear, all this in Engiand; To what purpoſe 
elſe can ſo wiſe a Lord be thought to make fo ſerious and eager a Prote- 
ſtation againſt it ? or to what _ elſe was it ſocarcfully made pub- 
lick i print, but that it was the ready way to get the World to under- 
ſtand it ſo? and that ſeems the ſole drift of the zeal of theſe imperti- 
nent excurſions. But yet he goes on. 

3. That be canuot find , that the Feſwitr, or popiſh Clergy ever owned Mo- 
wmarchy to be of Divine Right 3 but only ſome Epiſcopal Clergy of owr Britiſh 
Iſles, Then the Epiſcopal Clergy are (it ſeems) the better Subjets in a 
Monarchy. As for the two ſorts of Feſuits, the popiſh One, and the pres- 
byterian the former will not allow it to the Monarch, becauſe he would 
leave a gap open for the Popes Claime over Him : the latter alſo is of the 
ſame mind, becauſe he would ſubje& Him to his Presbytery. There needs 
no reaſoning toeviace theſe things , ſeeing there are few men in our age, 
who have not ſeen the truth  faio; fo that tis the clear intereſt of 
the Crown 3 That if it will have a Church National to Govern by, it 
muſt be Proteſt ant- Epiſcopal ; otherwiſe its ſelf cannot be ſecure from 
the Invaſions and Inſolencies/of the Pope on the one fide, or of the Mz» 
ny-beaded Presbyter on the other. 

4. That to ſay this Family are onr Kings, and this particular Frame of 
Government is our Lawful Conſtitution, and obligeth us, is owing only to the 
particular Laws of our Country, Well urged in print, my Lord, here is a 
fair Gap laid open for another Family, and another fort of Govern- 
ment. And Why? The reaſon is plain, becauſe tis poſbble we may 
have other laws. Let but the Game go on, the Men of Shaftsbury, if 
they get it, will ſoon ſhew us that the Laws alſo may be changed - 
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and then what may become of the Frame of Governtnent ! Avod what raay 
become of the Family, if it ſhall not give way to the alteration of the old 
Laws and Government ?- He that makes a Crown to have no: other Foun+ 
dation but particular Laws , ought firſt, in a Monarchy. , to ſhew me 
whence thoſe particular Laws could come, but from the Crown and. bim 
that firſt wore it: Law and popular Con'ent came in afterward 3. not 
to conſtitute, but to confirm and corroboxate it on his head. 1 find, 
aftcr. long, Obſervation and Experience of thc. matters, 'tis among, all 
our State-Hereticks and Spurious Politicians,an Error in Fundamento, which 
leads them to diſpute with Crowned Heads, and that boldneſs prepares 
them to rebel 3 that they will necds ſuppoſe in the Original of Monarchy 
a Priority of Laws to make it ſuch. As to Fad, the Hiſtories of Nations 
in geners! do confute that vain Hypothefir, upon which all their Argu- 
ments are built 3 and do ſhew, that for the moſt part Laws about Monar- 
chy came in after its Inſtitution, to ſecond it by the peoples Confirmative 
Conſent : Not that this gave it any Authority, but their Aﬀent to the Laws 
about it, was only a Signal of their ſubmiſſion and obedience to it. And 
as it was thus in the beginning of Monarchies, fo, as to the Reafon of the 
Point, it holds much. the more ſtrongly againſt them in Monarchies alrea- 
dy Conſtituted ; for, there, no Law can be ſuppoſed Prior to the Monarch, 
becauſe they all flow from him , and cannot have being without .him. 
Therefore that Mans Allegiance ſtands upon very ſlippery and uncertain 
Terms, who. concludes the King and his Family, and their Rights, as 
meer Creatures of ſome particular Laws of the Country, and prints this 
Dodtrine'to the whole Kingdom, to.beget'in them mean thoughts of that 
Royal Right to the Crown, Imperial of this Realm, which 1s naturally 
inherent in his -very Blood, and Perſon, -and Family ; and cannot in a true 
Engliſh Political Sence be otherwiſe confider'd : So that if ever his Lord» 
ſhips Notion be ſtarted again among the Peers, *tis like it may, in that 
Houſe, meet with an Aximadverſion much more ſevere than mine. 

5. Neverthelcfs, the Print goes on very roundly in the Name of his 
Lordſhip, and faith , (Page 11.) If the Dottrine of the Divine Right of 
Monarchy be true, then our Magna Chazta #s of no wſe, our Laws are but 
Rules during the Kings pleaſure. Monarchy, if of Divine Right, cannot be 
bounded or limited by Humane Laws; nay, what's more, cannot" bind it ſelf. 
All our Claims of Right, the Rights of the Peers Houſe, and of the Commons 
Houſe, and of all People, muſt grvue way to tbe Intereſt and will and pleaſure 
of the Crown, and the beſt Men muſt Vate to deliver all we 'bave, not 
only when Reaſon of State, and the ſeparate Intereſt of the Crown require 
it, but when *tis known the will and pleaſure of the King, would bave it ſo. 

For, 
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to pervert the people, I would: thus chop Allegiance into houſand Ni- 
cetjes, as the School-men do Divinity, for making ſuch like Inferences, to 
intoxjcate the peoples minds 3 for, the Scripture makes Witchcraft, near 
of, kin to: Rebellion 3. they ſeldom . part company : ;and the: Vilany in- 
tended by ſuch Arguments, is uſually maſqued and. hid in ambiguous 
hrafes. ; What ado is here made with the word Divine Rigbt. It may 
be remembred, the ſame was made uſe of to purpoſe by, the Presbyterians, 
to inflame people into the former Rebellion. We would fain forget all 
their paſt Iztrignes but it. ſeems there, is freſh uſe. of them 3. or elſe 
theſe things had not been thus boldly conjured up again into the Howſe of 
Peers, a place-too ſacred for ſuch diſcourſes. In all Debates about the 
high Points of Poljty, every Expreſſion ought not only to be ſeaſon'd by 
the Speaker, cxm grano Salis, but. to be underſtood fo alſo by the Hearers. 
If among Men of honeſt and fair intentions towards the King, it be ſaid 
the King holds his Monarchy by a Divine Kight, none but a Mad-man, 
or a Man. of dchigas a Man, whoſe Buſineſs *tis to catch at words, and 
cramp them with ' Commentarics to his own purpoſe 3 a Man that can 
blow up Molebills to Mountains ; who carries a Microſcope in his Pocket up- 
on occaſion, to ſee all in great z who, when he pleaſes, trains at Gnats 
in State, while he is out of Government 3. but can ſwallow Camels when 
he is. in it > none but ſuch a Man would preſently conclude, that ſuch a 
Diving Right was meant, as excludes all, bounding or limitation by Hu- 
mane Laws 3 ſuch a One as leaves no Obligation from the Prince to the 
People. A Father hath a Divine Right to Rule his Son, and a Maſter his 
Servant 3 elſe the Scripture had never made Divine InjunQions, inveſt- 
ing them with Rights of abſolute Power over them ; and yet the fame 
Scripture alſo fignifies, that notwithſtanding thoſe Rights are Divine, 
there are Obligations alfo upon the Father and Mafter, to the Son and Ser- 
pant. Such a Paternal abſolute Divine Right it is, that the Kings of 
England have claimed and exerciſed over their Subjets, as that in all 
times Lex cxcurrit, the Laws have generally run in courſe, for preſerva- 
tion of all the Rights and Libertics of the People, as well as thoſe of the 
Crown. 

Now you ſee the Fox wncaſed : the word Divine Right of Monarchy, is 
no ſuch Bugbear as we are told here in Print. And-doubtleſs, the Lords 
and the Commons of Exgland, all people both great and ſmall, will well 
conſider, -that as this kind of Diſcourſe was haled into the Lords Howſe 
upon no-0ccalion, . to: ſerye ſome ends 3 ſo it was molt improperly timed, 
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to bring it forth in the Reign of ſuch a __ tendernefs towards 
the Laws and Liberties of the people hath been moſt remarkable in alt 
his Actions, And if any thing that hath a Face of Power or Force ex- 
traordinary, or unuſual in the times of his Predeceſſors , hath appeared 
about him, *tis no more than what theſe Fifteen years paſt hath been con- 
tinued, and never fotnd fault with by his then-Loraſvip, but judged abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, for his Guard and Defence againſt his zow Lordſhip; new 
Friends of Presbytery 3 the Frreconcilcable Enemies , not only 'of this, 
but any King 3 becauſe the very Conſtitution and Natural Temper of 
that FaQtion, renders them incompatible with the Nature 'of his Crown 
and Dignity : Yet none ſhall more kiſs-him, and in kiſſing none more 
diminiſh him. Norcan there be imagined greater Enemies to all the reſt 
of his people 3 not only becauſe their deſign is fpurred on with a Religi- 
ous Zeal of Domination over thcir' Fellow-ſubjefts 3 but becauſe alſo 
their Machinations being reſfileſs and perpetual to graſp the Power, they 
neceſſitate the King, for defending his own Station, and his other peo- 
ples, th become the more heavy in his demands of Supply, to ſuſtain the 
Goverument, againſt ſuch Domeſtick Adverſaries. And if ever the Ex- 
ccllent Form of it happen to be ſpoiled; (which God forbid) we muſt 
owe it to that ſort of Men 3 who have always made it their buſineſs to 
create Parties, and tell Noſes in both Houſes, and ffart ſach Hares as can 
never be run down; (o that there might be neither time nor room to 
handle, or make an end of the important Afﬀairs of the Kingdom ; and 
what is this but todeltroy the Exerciſe, Uſe, and publick End of Parlia« 
ments in England 7 

But the Print hath not done yet. Shirley's Cauſe hath drawn hither 
alſo the whole Buſineſs of France and Holland, We owe (it faith) the two 
Left years Peace (by that it means the Peace we have with the Dutch ) to 
the two Houſes difiving from the ſence and opinion of White-Hall : And it 
faith his Lordſhip ſaid, 'tis a thing to be prayed for z that there may be 
20 general Peace made with France 4 and that be himſelf would adviſe againſt 
it, — Quantum mutatus ab illo! 

See how confiltent his Lordſhip is with himſelf! Even as he was 
wont to be Time was when he was an Adviſer at White-Hall, and he 
could be of their ſence then , and took pains alſo to bring the Houſses 
to it. 

As for example, When it was the ſence of White-Hall, that a War 
ought to be made with the Dutch; as glad as his Lordſhip now is of the 
Peace with them, he was at fir as high as any Man againſt them ; as 
appears by his Speech when be was Lord Chancellor, at the opening of the 
Sctſons 
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Seſſion of Parliament; 5 Febr. 'x692. wherein he ſaid all he could to 
Inflame the Houſes againſt the Datch, he reckoned up their Perſonal In- 
dignities to the King by Pilinres and Mealals, and other Publick, Afronts from 
tbe States themſelves, rbeir Breach of Treaties both in the Surinam and the 
Eaſt India Buſineſs ; their Height of Inſolexcce in denying the Honor and Right 


' of the Flag, and diſputing the Kings Title to it in all the Courts of 


Chriſtendom : And that they made great Offers to the French King, if 
be wonld ſtand __ againſt Us : but the Moſt Chriſtian King too well 
remembred bow dangrrous a Neighbor they Were to all Crowned Heads. 
That they were the Common Entmies to all Monarchies , eſpecially ta- Ours. 
And thereupon, as angry as he is now at our Kings fair carriage with: the 
French, he then concluded it was well done to join Intereſt with the 
French King, And he told the Houſe then alſo, That at any rate Carthago 
eſt Delenda, the Hollanders were not only to be brought down, but deſtroy'd. 
And further, to engage the Paliament to liberal Supplies againſt them, he, 
told the Houſes thus : 'Tis Tour War ;, the King took, bis, Meaſures from 
Tow,and they were Juſt and Right Ones. And if after this you ſuffer them to get 
wp,let this be remembred, The States of Holland are England's eternal Enemy, 
bath by Intereſt and Inclaation, You ſce his Lordſhips opinion then was, 
that the Parliament ought to bow to the Sence of Whitehal'; but ina little 
time after, the Scene was altered , for no ſooner went his Lordfhip out of 
Office, but» his Buſmeſs was to bow the Houfes as much'the other way 3 
and with the Came cagerneſs fora Peace with the Dutch againſt tbe Sence; 
of Whitehall, 


Luo te teneam nodo mutantem Protea ? 


and 'in like manner. he hath labourcd to- put the People out of humour! 
with Whiteball , and ſet them againſt our being any way con- 
cerned with the French , telling the Lords in this Print, what a mighty 
dangerous Neighbor that King is grown to be. But the good People of 
England ought. withal to confider, That King did not in a nights time 
grow up to this Magnitude. He was but little leſs at. rhe time of his 
Lordſhips- Greatneſs 3 yet all was-well enough as long as his Lordſhip was 
great too.z for then there was no clamor of his about it, cither in or 
out of Parliament : therefore miſtake not his preſent Peck and Indigna- - 
tion at the Court, for a zcal towards the Publick. 

So I have done with that Speech to the Lords, Printed 'with the; Name - 
and Title of my Lord of Shaftrbury; and now ye Men of Shaftsbury, . 
What do you think, of him? Have ye not reaſon to be proud of ſo able a 
Speech-Maker ? He's a brave Man indeed that can blow up a —— £ 
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with «Brath;and a Kingdom into a-Flamey bur what wiſe Men are 
they that do'net yet! underſtand him ! And what a Knave is he that 
thinks T mean the Earl of Shafrobliry to be rhe Man! " 

Now ' though I' have done withithe Sperob; yet I' cannot have done 
with the reſt of the Pritrs for Ifſee Printed inthe end of it another Bus 
fineſs, inthe 'Nanmie of my goed Lord Shaftsbary. It is Entitled, -The 
Protiftatior, with Reaſons of ſeveral Lords, for the Diſſolution of this Par- 
liement, Emntred in'tht Lords - Jonrnal, Novemb. 22.1675. the day the 
Parliament war Prorigatd; So that it feems his Lordſhip-is not ignorance 
bot# thi} Proteſtation came” on 4- nbr can the World be ignorant how far 
his' Hand went'in promoting it; care) having been taken by ſome Body 
during the time his Lordſhip was in the Country, before the laſt Seſſion 
of” Parliatnent, .to employ certain Emiffaries and Agents, to carry up and 
down z notonly to many Lords in and about this City, butlikewiſe to all 
the mi6ft noted Cofſte-bones Copics bf a Letter,faid in the Superſcription of 
it, to have been' firſt written to- the- Earl of Carliſle, and to have been 


ſubſcribed , 
Your Lordſhips humble Servant , 
SHAFTSBURY. 


My Lord of Cavliſlc is a very noble Perſon, and I would not: by any 
means miſ-repreſent him, he having ſeentoo many Experiments of Mal- 
contented Demagogues, and thcir little Tricks, to be caught by them, or 
to countenance them. . *Tis rather to, be. ſuppoſed the, Penner made 
bold with him. Tt was neceflary to diret it to ſome Body; and eaſie 
th ſend Copits along) with it, at the ſame time, to be communicated 'to 
every Body; for: there was no fear but among the Coffee-barmers thete 
would be tound Copiers enough, to furniſh both City and Kingdom'; the: 
Deſign being laid now by this new Epiſtle, to prepare Mens Minds for a' 

down the preſent Parliament , ſeeing there are too many. Wiſe' 

Men in it; and too Loyal to be ſhaken by a Shatlecock; and for crying” 
otit' for a 'New Parliament, while in the mean time matters are ſo labor'd! 
id the:Old One-(as we have abundantly feen the laſt Seffion) that no-Bu- 
neFſhoukd bedoneby'them 3 and then there may thence ariſe (as is tma- 
gined) an unanſwerable Argument for a Trial of Skill in EleQing a New : 
Of his!Tool the Presbyter __ to 916 my by the way of the 

King; warts only oppottunity to be Canvaſmg and Tugging for anothet* 
Peorty-O ne-Partiamtnt;, and woutd never be at reft, ell be_ bath gotrert' 
beet HouſGsroyer” his Head again at Weftminfter. So' that: if the other” 


Noncon- 


Noxconformiſts will well apprehend the improvement of their own Intereft, 
let them know,that as they have reaſon to decline them, being their worſt 
Enemies by principle 3 ſo they have the faireſt opportunity , in ſhewi 
themſelves firm henceforth to the Crown, to ſtand moſt fair in the g 
opinion and favour of his Majeſty, as a Party much more tolerable in 
the Conſtitution of the Government : And then there can be no fear of 
that they call Perſecution , becauſe the reaſon and occaſion of it will be 
gone. No Creditor but will be kind when he hath gotten Secxrity. 
Evenſo it is with Kings, and other Governours : they grieve no Party 
more than other, when they are once ſecured they will pay the Debt of 
Obcdience and Loyalty 3 for, 'tis their Intereſt to cheriſh, and ſee every 
Party thrive and flouriſh, if it be not dangerous. 

Arguments in that Epiſtle his Lordſhip offers none, having long ſince 
arrived to that Noble Confidence, as to think his own word ſufficient 
warrant for any Aſertion 3 therefore he boldly faith, *tis the Intereſt 
of the King, the Lords, and the Commons, to have a New Parliament, 
without any more ado. But for his Reaſons, we muſt have recourſe to 
the Proteſtation it (elf; which are firſt for the Diſſolution of 'this Parlia- 
ment, and they are but theſe few following. 

Firſt, The Proteſtation faith, It is according to the ancient Laws and 
Statmtes of this Realm, that there ſhould be frequent and new Parliaments ; 
—_ the pratiife of ſeveral years bath been accordingly. 

*Tis true , the Kings of this Realm have formerly had cauſe to de- 
light in calling them 3 and our Chronicles tell us alſo, that till the Barons 
Wars came, and after the Barons Wars were ended, down to the time of 
King James, Parliaments were modeſt in their ſtation, and ecafie to the 
King ſo that the Buſineſs of the Kingdom went on current, without 
long Speeches and hot Diſputes : But in King Femes his time, the Preſ- 
byter or Puritan (as Men then called him) (whom Queen Elizabeth in 
her time not without much ado kept down) began to ſpread his Wings, 
grew numerous and headſtrong, , ſo that they were able to furniſh the 
Commons Houſe with a Canvaſing Party, and did it conſtantly at every 
EleQion 3 and divers Members of the Houſe of Pecrs, who in thoſe 
days affeQted Preferment at Court, and wanted it, and envicd others that 
had it, or were otherwiſe male-content,or intoxicated with miſtaken Zeal 
of new Phantſies about Religion , or Church-Government , were not 
wanting to make a Party of Lords, to ſecond that Fiery pare of the Com- 
mons z who carried matters divers times ſo high, that That King was ne- 
ceſſitated , towards the latter end- of his Reign, for the Honour of his 


Crown, and Preſervation of the Goycrament in quiet, often to diſſolve 
| G | them : 
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them : Of which the Puritan (that is, the Fresbyter) always made ad- 
vantage by exceeding Clamqur againſt the Court, to gain the ignorant 
and unwary part of the people to his party: And ſoyou fee to what fort 
of Men we owe the new invention of Fruſtrating Parliaments, 

After this comes King Charles the Firſt to the Goverment. upon 
whom they perpetually praQtiſ*d it in all Parliaments that he called 3 and 
at length (you know) that working upon the Kjngs Necethtics in the 
ycar 1641. they in a manner conſtrained -him to perpetuate them in 
Power ; which was the Ruine of the Royal Government, and at length 
of all Government it ſelf. It is to be noted alſo, that it was not till 
the beginning of his Reign, that they took up the other New 7rich of 
State, which was, ſceing they durſt not yet be ſo bold , as to ſtrike at 
the King himſclt for ſuppoſed defaults in Government, they rcfolved to 
ſtrike as near him as they could 3, and fo they began to make it conſtant 
work, to fall upon his chief Mznijters of State; and always, in the Intcr- 
vals of Parliament, made it their Buſineſs to fill the Kingdom with Cla- 
mours again(t them 3 ſo preparing them thereby, as a Sacrihce to their 
own-ends and cruchy, and to the peoples folly, againſt every Call of a 
Parliament. Thus it was from the time of the old Duke of Buckingham, 
(who by a brave Defence in Parliament made good his Station) to the 
time of that moſt brave, though molt unfortunate Man, the Earl of Strraf- 
ford, whom they worrizd to death by Popular Tumnlts, after he had bMecd 
them at the Bar in defending himſelf moſt gloriouſly : As they did alſa 
Archbiſhop Laud, a Man of high deſign for the Honour of the King, 
and Glory of the Church 3 which they charged on him to be for intro- 
ducing of Slavery and Popery 3 fo that all the reſt of the King's Miniſters 
were glad to flee for ſafety of their Lives. Nay, they ſtopt not here 3 but 
being fluſht, drew up Articles of High Treaſon againſt the Queens Ma- 
jfy.. And then, we too ſadly remember , how cafily afterwards they 
paſſed on to a Charge againſt the King himſelf. 

I write not this, as if I meant to f{candalize, or caſt an Odinm upen 
that ancicnt Right and Liberty of Parliaments, to inſpe& the A&tons and 
Behaviour of the great Officers of Truſt , and call them to account, if 
faulty 3 it being confeſſed a good advantage and ſecurity to the King and 
Kingdom, and neceſſary to be continued : but my purpoſe here is only to 
note, when and how the Abuſe of that Parliamentary Power, and by 
what FaQtion it was firſt made fo extravagant, that no ſooner could a 
Favourite or Miniſter of State be warm in his Office, or in the Kings 
Favour, and had rcſolved to look ftriftly to a mainteining the Rightsand 
Conſtitution of Government in Church and State, but immediately = 
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fell upon the Back of him, and gave out the word fer his Diſplacing, of 
his Deſtruction. No doubt but the beſt of Men in great place will hav®© 
Errours and Faults, being more than other Men diſtracted with many Bur 
ſinces, and expoled ro many Temptations, as the Earl of Strafford faid 
at his Trial z but that they ſhould by popular Breath and FaQtion be 
blown up to the degree of high Crime, or Treaſon, when they have 
perhaps, in the Judgment of Men moderate and wiſe, only ſerved the 
King with the beſt of their skill ; this is both uncharitable, and cruel ; 
or the cffet of Faction, or Envy 3 and it is this only that I redargue ; 
for, it is in a fatious time, the great Intcreſt of the Crown to ſee to 
it, and to nip this grand Abuſe whenever it ſhall be praQtiſed 3 always 
taking due meaſure between a juſt or conſcionable, and a faQious pro- 
ſecutton. Elſe theſe Inconveniences will follow. 


As 'tis in the Nature of Man to be well-conceited of bimſelf, (otherwiſe 
moſt Men would even hang themſelves) fo generally a ſecret Envy ariſes 
in bim at the, preferment of another, becauſe be thinks be deſerves better than 
he; and th: King preſently get} bis ill-will for paſſing him by. This Man 
then meets with many other of bis own ſence and bumour ,, ond ſo by rubbing 
each others ſores till they ſmart, they reſolve preſently, that the Preferree is a 
Common Enemy, and as ſuch to fall upon him: 4nd ſo the iſſue at laſt ſhall 
be this, when ths courſe of Accuſation grows cuſtomary, that the King ſhall 
never be free of bis own choice, nor ſecure of his Miniſters, when be bath 
choſen them. 

Moreover, When to be preferr”d ſhall be to be expoſed, and ſhot at by all 
the Darts of Envy and Danger , what Man of Wiſdom or Fortune will be 
willing to accept of Preferment ? or bs true and tight to the Kings Concern 
and Intereſt in the Government, if he do accept it * Or will be not rather 
be tempted, through fear of that Accuſatory FaCtion, to ſerve the Regal In- 
tereſt but by halves ? or perbaps to betray his Maſters Government in Church 
and State, (5 ſome did in the time of the Kings Father, when they ſaw him 
forced to leave Strafford) to make a Friend of that Fatiion ? For, thus Meu 
will be too apt to do when they cannot be ſure of their Maſter. So that if 
Kings once quit their Conf ancy in this particular, nothing brings greater ha- 
zard to their own Intereſt of Government, and their Perſons; nor greater di- 
mination to the Kingly Dignity and Power, in thz opinion of other Princes 3 
while bir Minifters and bimſelf ſhall remain liable to be baited, at every turn 
of humonr , by ſo buſie and impetuous a Fattion : as if bimſelf were not 
wife enough to ebuſe, or as if we had none but Knaves in the Kingdom to be 
cboſen. ; 
G 2 Finally, 
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Finally, Tis, and ought ever to b:, an Arcanum kept, as the Jewel: are, 
in the Royal Cabinet, to preſerve all places whith are nigh the Throne, ſo ſa- 
cred as not to be eaſily invaded ;, for that draws a Reverence to the Throne 
it ſelf ; which ſhould be religiouſly fenced about, not only as the Sacrary of 
Koyalty,bat as the $ antinary alſoof other Princes, for, ſuch are bis great Men, 
and bigh Officers of State i their places : They are as the Lyons about the 
Throne of Solomon, to beget a dread and ſence of Majejty in all that ap- 
proach to it : and thoſe are not Beaſts for Sacrifice, nor to be effer'd up as 
ſech , nor to be pull d down without very great cauſe of Juſtice require it ; 
becauſe the frequency of pulling down the Fence, bardens Mex, and renders 
them by cuſtom ſo bardy, as to make bold with the Throne it ſelf. 


This licentious Abuſe of criminating the Kings Miniſters , hath by 
the ſame Faction which firſt began it, been carricd of Jate times to 
fuch a height, that were a Man before reputed never fo honeſt, yet ro 
fooner doth the King make him one of his great Officers, but that if 
he ſticks cloſe to his Yaſters Intereſt of Government, he preſently be- 
comes a publick Enemy 3 and as ſuch they brand him and teaze him, 
and ſeek to tire out his Majeſty with Importunities and Addreſſes to be 
rid of him. This ſort of Bchaviour was the rcafon which made his 
Majefties Grandfather and Father not fo frequent in calling, Parliaments; 
and the Proteſting Lords may do well to conſider, how little reaſon their 
Son, his preſent Majeſty, is like to have, to become fond of New Parlia- 
mexts, till he can have ſome good ground to believe, that they will rc- 
turn to the like temper and moderation, as they had in old time, when 
thofe ancient Laws and Statutes for frequent calling them were made : 
or until the people ſee their errour at EleRions, in ſuffering Men of 
that implacabte FaQtion , which firſt poyſon'd the fair fiream of Parlia- 
mentary Duty , ſtill to creep into the Houſe, to ſhelter themſelves in 
acting their miſchievous Deſigns , under the Covert of priviledge of 
Parliament , and publick good. — $0 I have done with their Lord- 
pn Firft Reaſon in the Proteſtation, and proceed to the Second, which 
Is this. 


Secondly, It ſeems not reaſonable, that any particular number of men 
ſhould, for many years, ingroſs ſo great a truſt of the People, as to be their 
Repreſentatives in the Houſe of Commons, and as good men as theſe Mem- 
bers of the Connties and Corporations, be ſo long excluded. This kind of 
reaſoning F never expected from the mouths of ſuch Noble Lords. 
Nay, then (methinks) I ſec obs Lilburn putting on Robes, and utter- 
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ing his old Oracles of State, What! Is there no Smith to be found in If- 
racl, to whet Arguments for their Lordſhips, that they are fain to go 
down to him, and his Phaiftins the Tevellers ? for , thus they argued 
nigh Thirty years ago againſt the then Houſe of Commons : and good 
my Lords remember, that the ſame Argument being but a very little al- 
tered, ſerved alſo at that time againſt the Houſe of Peers, Be informed, 
my noble Lords, you whoſe names I find in a Catalogue Printed at the 
end.of this Proteſt ation; for ye cannot, (I ſuppoſe) remember, becauſe 
when I read your Names, I perceive that none of you were then Sitters 
in the Lords Houſe , except one, whoſe name I forbear 3 as I do the 
namcs of all' the reſt, beſide my good Lord of Shaftrbury ; who, in thoſe 
dayes was Ubiquitarian: therefore doubtleſs he could have inform'd your: 
Lordſhips, as well as I, of what then paſſed in publick, if it had been 
to his purpoſe that you ſhould have had this information, before you: 
were thus far tranſported, and your names cunningly proclaimed in- 
Print ; which queſtionleſs was done, in hope that 'it may be a means to- 
faſten and engage you deeper: 

But I Gay again (my Lords) be informed, and'confider, that it was 
the general Argument of Eilburn, and all the Levellers , that it ſuited not 
with the freedom and Intereſt of th? People of England, That ſome men 
ſhould continues long in Publick Truſt and Power as the Peoples Repreſent a-- 
tives, ſeeing the reſt of the prople bad ar much right to govern as they, and 
therefor? onght to have « turn as well as they in the Government. And for: 
ſuch a turn alſo they were in the Government of the then Army 3 they 
were for turning out all the General Officers and-Colonels and the 
common ſoldiers were taught to demand- Rule by turns-3 and the cla--/ 
mor for it was ſo-high,that Cromwell could by no means quietthem, till he 
gave way that they ſhould , in every Regiment, chuſe one private ſoldi- 
cr to appear for all his fellows, to fit and conſult in the General Council 
of Officers. And all this was urged and extorted, by uſing the ſame Ar- 
gument of an equal Right in the Commons to come into place of Go- 
vernment, one as well as another. 

Nay, further, (my Lords.) it: may be remembred, this brave way of 
Arguing: did not reſt here 3 it did- not only, at that time, trouble and' 
ſhake the Commons Houſe, but a little after it was improved to a de 
moliſhing of your. own.. From a Clamouring againſt Commons conti- 
nuing long in Power, they proceeded: to do the like againſt all' ftanding 
Powers whatſbever ; fo that of courſe they eaſt their eyes next at the 
Houſe of Peers, and the like Argument ſerved to purpoſe againſt them, 
as a Power of long continuance, without any reſpeR at all to their Birth=- 
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right. As for the reſt of their Levelling Reaſons, I had rather bury then 


repeat them. For, it is my great grief to live to ſce any Lords, to-whet 
the Weapons of Diſcourſe upon the Arvile of the Levellers, 


But yet their Proteſting Loy go on thus : 

Thizdly, The long Continzance of. ſuch as are intruſted for others, and 
wha have ſo _grept a power over the Purſe of the Nation,nmt,in our humble opi= 
nion, naturally endanger the producing of F ations and Parties, and the car- 
rying on of particular Intercjis and deſigus , rather than the publick 
Good. | 
This:their Third Reaſon being the laſt, is alſo an Arrow that was for- 
merly: ſhot out of the Leveling \&iver againſt their Lordſhips, + They 
abundantly - argued againſt the Commons , that long continuance of men 
in power and truſt, and all ſtanding powers whatſoever, were like jt anding 
waters, they naturally corrupt , and produce Fattions and Parties for parti- 
cular ends aud deſigns , and mind not the Pablick Good, I could here 
inje& Quotations too many out of their Publiſhed Papers, to ſhew their 
Lordſhips, how ſmartly they argued alfo with.the ſame kind cf Sophittry 
for the utter ſubverſion of the Houſe of Pcers, alledging, that they 
were but men as well as others, and ſubjed to the ſame jrailties, &c. and 
ſo, being continually in power, were as likely to produce FaCtions, and 
drive particular Intereſts and Ends to the prejudice of the Publick 3 and 
judged that, they did ſo in thoſe daycs, when a Party of Lords ſtrook in 
with a Presbyterian party in the Commons Houſe, againſt the publick 
Intereſt and good of the Independents and Levellers , who had arrogated 
unto themſelves the name of The Publick, and The People, and The 
Nation. The having the . Parſe of the Nation long, as,the Commons: 
have; or @ place of conſtant power over the Nation, as the Lords have 
by Birth-right, doth not alter the cafe in this way of Argumentation, 
becauſe any men may be corrupt and faftious in the uſe and exerciſe of 
either. Therefore theſe their Lordſhips (*tis hoped) will be humble z 
Opinion hereafter, about the matter of diſſolving this Houſe of Com- 
mons , -and calling a New One.; and not fall on a fudden to Proreſting, 
till they ſee better reaſons thay what are borxowed from their old Level- 
ing Enemies. 

. Certainly, my Lord Shaftsbury, if he had pleaſed, might have _ 
ed his fellow-Proteſting Friends and bimſclt before he Signcd that Prete- 
ſtation, with, reaſons of -another ſtrain, and thoſe out of his own ſtock 
to9.z: for, it appears, he hath been a much more rational perſon 3 but, it. 
was befate be loſt kis Places at Court and. truly, ſecing a loſs of x 
t muc 
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much Honor and Profit is enongh to tap any nian out of Tane, and put 
him into paſſion, we ought co give allowance for humane infirmity, and 
excuſe his weak memory. For, his Lordſhip might have remembred 
he was of another Opinion 3 and that was not long fince, when he 
was Lord Chancellor, in his fore-cited Speech to the Lords and Commons, 
at the Openings of a Seſſion of Parliament, 1672, . where you: had *his 
Lordſhip im a Fit of Great Devotion 3 offering a Sacrifice of Thanks 
and Praiſe to the Almighty, for ſach a King, and ſuch a Parliament,and 
for ſuch happy times of Peace and Plenty : which, for the Honor of his 
Lordſhip, or rather of the King and this Parliament, ſhall here be repeat- 
ed, The Words are theſe. | 


[ After His Majeſties Concluſion of His Speech, let me conclude , 
nay let us all conclude with bl:fing God, and the King. Let us bleſs 
God, that be bath given us ſuch a King, to be the Repairer of our 
breaches, and the Reſtorer of our pathes to dwell in: 

That in the midit of War and Miſery, wbich rages in onur Neighbor« 
Corntries, our Garners are full, and there is no complaining in our 
ſtreets: and a man can hardly kzow there is a War, 

Let us bleſ; God, that be hath given this King ſignally the hearts of 
His people, and moſt particularly of this Parliament, who in their affe+ 
ion and Loyalty to thein Prince, bave exceeded all their predeceſſors, A 
Parliament, with whom the King bath many, years lived with gall the 
Careſſes of a happy Marriage. Has the King bad a Concern 7 you 
have wedded it, Has His Majeſty wanted Supplies ? you have rea« 
dily . cheerfully, and filly provided for them ;, you bave relied npon 
the Wiſdom and Condit of His Majeſty in all His Afﬀairs z ſo that 
you have never attempted to exceed your Bounds, or t9 impoſe upon 
Him, whilſt the King, on the other band, hath made your Counſels 
the foundations of all bis proceedings : and hath been ſo tender of you, 
that He hath, upon His own Revenne and Credit," endevoured to ſup- 
port even Forreign Wars, that He might ba leaſt zentaſie to you, or bure 
denſome to His people. 

And let me fay, That though this Marriage br according to Moſes's 
L AW, where the Husband can give a Bill of Divorce, put ber a+ 
way, and take another: yet | CAN ASSURE YOU, #t is as im» 
Poſſeble for the King to part with this Parliament, as it is for you ta 

 depurt from that Loyalty, Afﬀeciion, and Dutifiel Behaviour, you bout 
bitherto ſhewed towards Hine. F FX I” v1 "73 
Lex 
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Let ws bleſi the King for taking away all our Fears, and nerds 
no room for Jelouſies : for thoſe Aſſurances and Promiſes He bath 
us, Let us bleſs God and the King, that our Religion i ſafe : That 
th? CHURCH OF ENGLAND i# the Care of our Prince: That 
PARLIAMENTS ARE SAFE : That oxr propertics and liber- 
ties are ſafe. What more hath a good Engliſhman to ack, but that 
this King may lozwg Reign ;, and that this triple Alliance of King, Poar- 
liament, and People, may never be DISSOLVED ?] 


All which being ſpoken of this preſent Parliament , may well ſerve 
for an Anſwer to his Lordſhips Proteſtation, notwithſtanding thoſe Rea- 
ſons therein contained : For ſurely, matters cannot in ſo ſhort a time be 
ſo exceedingly alter'd, as to deſerve this proteſting, or the declaimings, 
in that violent manner, (as throughout this whole Diſcourſe we have 
ſcen) by refleQing upon the Biſhops, and againſt the continuance of the 
Parliament, that were, in his Lordſhips good opinion, ſo ſacred about 
hve years ago. The old ſaying is, — Nemo repente fit turpiſſimus — 
and *tis a-true one, that no man grows as bad as bad may be on a ſudden : 
and if there be any weight in what his Lordſhip hath ſaid on both ſides, 
It is'more reaſonable and probable for us to conclude and underſtand ill 
of himſelf, rather than of the Parliament, becauſe the Tranſits of great 
Aſſemblies are not ſo quick: and another proverb ſaith , Great Bodies 
move but ſlowly, ſo that their principles , purpoſes and deligns , cannot 
vary all points of the Compaſs, at fo brisk a rate as one nimble Stares- 
man's , whoſe motion is wont to be per Saltxm, after the manner of 
Leap-Frog , from the Artick, to the Antartick in a Trice 3 eſpecially if 
he happen to fall into foul weather at "Court, and can ride there 
no longer, but muſt make uſe of any wind to fect fail into ſome other 
Pore, Which (we hope) will be confider'd by the reſt of the Lords Pro- 
reſiers, 

And truly , their Lordſhips have the fairer excuſe to come off, be- 
cauſe the thing was done tn a heat, and in haſte; as appears firſt by the 
printed Title of the Proteftation, which Gaith it was on the morning that 
the Parliament was Prorogued, 1675 3 and the printed words at the end 
of it are, That the Lords in print, were all that were in the Houſe early 
enough to Sign it before the Prorogation : So that it ſeerns his Lordſhip 
could not be at reſt, till he had given all the World to underſtand, why 
it was that he was fo warm in his Speeches upon Croſs-points, which 
muſt make a Breach betwixt the Houſes all along the Seſſion, to hinder 


all manner of publick Buſineſs ; and then, from the non-diſpatche of it 
to 
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to iofer, that this Parliament is not fit for it 4 and then (forſooth) we are 
to believe what he dictates, and admit a proteſting Ergo 3 That there is a 
neceſſity of diflolving this, and calling a new Parliament. For, his 
Lordſhip and the reſt in print do cloſe the Proteftation with theſe three 
Lines 3 That it is in their bumble Opinion , become altogether unpratiicable 
for the Two Houſes, as the caſe ſtands, jointly to purſue hoſe great and good 
Ends for which they were called. That is as much as to ay, jt will be (o, 
if the caſe ſhall ſo ſtand in the opening of this approaching Seſſion, as it 
was in the ending of the laſt. For, ſome ſay his Lordſhip hath Dr. Shir- 
ley in his pocket, and can ftart him again at plcaſure, to make the ſame 
ſcuffle about priviledge betwixt the Houſes. But ſome think he will be 
wiſer 3 becauſe the Trick being now thus plainly underſtood, it will be 
too ridiculous to- play it over again, in an Aſſembly of fo many noble, 
ſceing, and knowing Men, as make up the Hewſe of Peers. Nor is it 
probable, that the Commons Howſe, filled with men of great wiſdom, in- 
fight in Aﬀairs, and integrity, ſhould meet together without Expedients 
to prevent further Conteſts, and to carry on the King and Kingdom's 
buſineſs. Which they are the rather obliged to do for the honor of their 
Houſe, in a double reſpeR : Firſt, becauſe if this Houſe of Commons, 
which began and carried on things ſo gloriouſly, for the Eſtabliſhment 
of the King, and Settlement of \ Kingdom, ſhall be deprived of op- 
portunity to finiſh what they began, What can be the end, but togo out 
in a Snuff ? according to the Deſigns of a buſie Rampant Fattion, who 
mortally hate them for the good they haye done 3 and whoſe Triumph it 
would be, to tranſmit the memory of them to poſterity with ignominy, 
and this bitter Sarcaſm : That they began $0 build, but could not make a 
end,—— Secondly, They are excxedingly concerned jn pgint of honor, ſee- 
ing they are repreſented in Print to the World, as a ſort of people that 
may be calily plaid upon,and led by the noſe to do what other men pleaſe. 
For, in a print publiſhed at the ſame time with the other prints, fince 
the laſt Seſſion, and by the ſame hand, Entituled, The Debate or Argu- 
ments for Diſſolving this preſent Parliament, and the calling frequent New 
Ones: as thry were delivered in the Howſe of Peers, Novemb. 20th, 1675.1 
find, page 9. it is boaſted by tbe Deſigners,conceroing the Commons Houſe, 
that they have a party of Members in that Houſe, whom the ſaid print calls, 
Many of the ableſt and moſt worthy Patriots among them, whoſe buſineſs it 
was to ſecond the Proteſting Lords, by carrying this difference betwixt the 
Hoſes to the greateſt beight, that by this means they might deliver the Na- 
tion from this Parliament by Diflolution, and have a New One called, So that 
here we have OPEN ——— that it was a Deſign _— 
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ed on by a PARTY in both Houſes, to bring on, and carry on their 
Fellow-Members to ſuch diſputes , as might Difable them to do the 
Publick Work 3 and thence to conclude , that they ought to be diffol- 
ved. Which certainly is a Conſpiracy of ſuch a Magnitude, that none 
ever exceeded it but the Powder-Treaſon : Eſpecially , if we conſider, 
what courſe hath been taken by this kind of Prints, ſpread over the 
Three Kingdoms, to Poiſbn mens minds , and render the Government 
Ridiculous, by expoſing the Debates and Conteſtings of Parliament to 
the Scorn and Contempt of the Vulgar, through the Artifice and Cun- 
ning of that Implacable Party, which I have ſo often mentioned 3 and 
whoſe DESIGN is now Manifeſted, to be a BLOWING UP of the 
Parlizment after another manner. 

It cannot be amiſs therefore, before I diſmiſs this Point, to try the 
ſtrength of what they have DISCOURSED for a NEW PARLIA- 
MENT , as it hath been Printed in the fore-cited Pamphlet, called, The 
Debate and Arguments uſed in the Houſe of Peers, &c. There are ( ith 
that Pampblet) Two Objetiions that makg a great Sound, which have really 
nothing of weight in them. 

The firſt ObjeHion is, That the Crown is in danger if you call a New Par- 
tiament. This ObjeQion =_ pretend to anſwer, by ſaying, there's no 
fear of danger, becauſe Men of Quality, of Eſtates, and of the beſt VUnder- 
ftanding , and fuch as will give Money will be choſen. But , 1 reply, 
this Argument hath more Malice than Reafon to fupport it, Au i 
refleRs, as if theſe were not ſuch. The Generality of this Houſe of 
Commons are known to be men of the beſt Quality, and of Eſtates,and 
of the beſt underſtanding. AN their Fault is, in the Opinion of the 
Conſpiring Party, that they too well underſtand them and their Defign z 
and what the true intereſt of the Crown is, and that as thcy ever have 
been, fo they till are tight and firm to it, and the Government 3 and 
that the great intereſt of the Nobles, Gentry, and Commons of the 
Land lies in being ſo. This they underftand : Beſides, they are men beſt 
acquainted and expert in the management of Parliamentary Afﬀairs, and 
therefore more Kkely than men newly elected, to make diſpatch of them, 
if the Projettors did not ſtudy all waycs to impede them, for other ends 
than the caſe and ſupply of the Crown. And therefore a New Parlia- 
ment is not now to be called for theſe following Reaſons. 

I. Becauſe it is not for the honor of the King, to be as it were Tre- 
pann'd thus by Fricks, or worried by Clamors and Importunities, into a 
neceffity of calling a new Parliament, becauſe it will, in the judgment of 
wife men at home, and of Princes abroad, be no other than an impoſing 

pon 


| _—__ in one main point of his Prorogative ; which is, to uſe His own 
iſcretion, and take His own time, for the ſummoning and diſffolving of 
Parliaments. 

IT. It cannot be for his ſafety or advantage, becauſe if Money be 
wanting, know, he muſt pay dear for it before the New One will give it : 
and, What can they give, which may not more readily be had by the 
preſent Parliament , if the juſt indignation of His Majeſty, and His two 
Houſes ſhall ariſe againſt the ſtratagems of the Prime Projedors, and de- 
feat them ? I cannot forget what mine eyes have ſeen in the dayes of 
His Royal Father 3 theretore, ſince years teach wiſdom; and the experi- 
ence of like matters in time paſt gives inſtruction for the future, it can- 
not but be good to bring them treſh into remembrance. Let us there- 
fore remember how it was with King Charles the Firſt. It was the cun- 
ning of the ſame Fatiion, having an aking Tooth at the Biſhops, and con- 
ſequently a deſign to alter the Government, as now they have again 
which they _—_ not eaſily do without clamouring about matters of Re- 
ligionz and againſt ſome Errors and Exceſſes, of the Court and the 
King's Miniſters 3 Therefore, as they plied that point home, in hope to 
gain the people; ſo, in the beginning of His Reign, they finding the 
King in neceſſity of Money, to fatishe His Fathers Debts, and for other 
great occaſions at home and abroad; and knowing that a Parliament 
muſt be called for raiſing Money, they laid the Plot thus : Firft, to work 
u that neceſſity by bigh popular demands, ſuch as muſt either bow the 
King to comply with them, and then it would be cafie for them to pur- 
ſue their wild projets of alteration in State and Church ; or elſe it would 
conſtrain him to break them: And that they feared not, knowing it could 
not be long before he would have occaſion to call a Second Parliament ; 
which they, by the like demands, would bring to nothing as calily as be- 
fore, unleſs the King would conſent to them : which they preſumed he 
would never do. And it came to paſs , as they had before contrived ; 
that the King was fruſtrated of the hopes he had of three or four Par- 
liaments, by ſending them away one after another, not getting one pen» 
ny : but he being tired out,,and having perccived that they entred 
upon, ſuch debates, and made fuch demands, as intrenched upon the in- 
tereſt of His Crown, and that a condeſcenſion to them would have 

' brought both him and it into contempt 3 he was conſtrained to ſhife 
without Parliaments ,to His great ſorrow , and it proved to be the great 
occaſion of the late War,cnough to ſhew what it is for a King ip want of 
Money, in theſe dayes, tocall a New Parliament, of whoſe kindneſs He 
hath had no expericnce 1 apecaly when he hath alrcady a Fauneas 
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ig being, molt Jutiful; wiſe; and able to do his and his Kingdoms bufi- 
neſs ; it ſome few perſons would pleaſe to Nudy peace, and leave off con- 
tention. The truth of the forementioncd plot of the Commons in thoſe 
days; I ſhall, by and by, more particulatly demonſtrate. 

In the mean while, you may remember, I told you, this fort of Game 
they began in the latter end of the Reign of King 7ames 3 and now you 
ſhall Cee how they plaid it. Before that time the Commons never med- 
led at © high a ratez But in the 19" year of that King, when he called 
a Parliament about the aſſiſtance of the Prince Palatine, his Majeſty was 
in great want of Money to relieve the Palatinatez and great hopes were 
given him of a Supply. What was the Iſſue of this neccflity of calling 
it? The King had a mind to Adjourn the Parliament but for a little 
ſeaſon, and for ſome Reaſons which he forcſaw required it, whereupon, 
the Futtion preſently interpoſed, and drew the reſt of their Fellow-Mem- 
bers to Petition him againſt Adjournment : inſomuch that the wiſe King, 
being w—_ of bis Prerogative, and not liking that the Commons ſtioutd 
ſo much as meddle with it, though in a way but Peritionary , he very 
much reſented it, afd fold a Committee which they ſerit to him about 
it, That he took it very ill the Commons ſhould diſpute his Reaſons of 
Adjournimetit, all Power being in Him alone to Call, Adjourn, "and Diſſolve 
Parliaments, This made the Fatiion ſo bold and mutinous in diſcourſe 
every where, that his Majeſty was fain to put forth a Proclamation againſt 
talkirig of State- affairs with ſuch inordinate liberty. | 

| The time of the Parliaments Adjourntrient being expired, they 'came 
zether again and what then ? The Palatine Cauſe requiring Slpply 
more than before z and the Lord Treaſurer having in a Speech Kid oper 
the Kirigs wazits, arid how einpty his Coffers Were, the Fav thouphkt 
they ſhould riow in his neceſſity be able to work, bim like Wax, theretote 
in ſtead of Money, they immediately falute him with a Catalogue of hf 
—_ the growing miſchiefs of his Government, and diftate'tinto hith 
Remedies 3 and they called it A Petition and Remnonftravnce, The 'Ritig 
en, by Letter. to the TY ſharply complains of this Ini , > 
piites jt not 'to, the Houfe it ſelf, but to the boldneſs of ſome fiery' and po 
fiular Spirits in the Houſe of Commons, which were the Ptedeceffors of vie 
reſent Fallon, whom he, brands with Breach of bis Pririgative Riyal, 

debating publicly Matters which were above "Neverthelels, Ha * 

brew him at u pinch for Money, they grew the bolder and hertþ6h 


ew up anpt er Petition, and ſent it to back their former Remonſtrance. 
0 which his Majbſfy gaye'a//niart Auſwir, taxing the F atid 6 
lrg the Comions henceforthiiot to give tht Jr Oct 
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amohg themi\, adviſing them alſo to keep within their Bounds z, and that the was 
#9 preſerve their Priviledges,vv#s not to pare bis Prerogative, and pull the F lowery 
of the Crown; --—— Then to ſhew it was indeed a Fiery Fattion, they 
blew the Flame yet higher, and by Speech-making got the Major Vote to 
come tv a Proteſtation, that they ought to debate high Matters, and it was 
their Privitedge, &c. But this was done by the Faction, by ſurpriſe, the 
third part of the Houſe not preſent, This fo moved the King, that to 
preſerve his Prerogateve, he was forced to ſend for.the Clerk, of rhe Houſe 
of Commons to bring, his Journal-Book to White-Hall, and produce it in 
the Privy Commncil, where his Majeſty thought fit, that the Proteſtation ſhould 
be razed ont of all Memorials, and utterly to be annibilated, both in reſped of 
the manner by which it was gained , and of the matter therein contained : 
and he did in full Conncil, and in the preſence of the Fwdges declare it 
void and of none cffe&t, becauſe it was penned in ſach general and am- 
biguous words, 4s might ſerie for future Timer, to invade moſt of the Rights 
and Prerogatives annexed to the Imperial Crown of this Realm : Fox, his 
Majeſty did not deny, but that the Houſe might Treat and Debate de 
Arduis Regni, which words (ſaid the King) were cxmningly mentioned in 
that Proteftation : but they ought to bave remember'd alſo the word Quibuſ- 
dam, which reſtraineth the generality of the other words, Ardaous Af- 
fairs of the Kingtlom, to ſuch particular Caſes as bis Majeſty pleaſeth to conſult 
with them upon. Therefore the King did farther, mans propria, take the 
faid Protcftation out of the Journal-Book of the Commons, and made an 
Atl of Comncil thereupon. And in fix days after, he was neceſſitated to 
diſfolve them, having (got not one penny of woncy for his extream oc- 
caſrons. For it Was the Arcanwm of the Faction 'even in thoſe days, to 
make High Demands, and taiſe Rrarrels about Privitedges, and other mat- 
rers intrenching upon the Rights of the Crown ; that as oft as they. got - 
the Parliatment-Houfe over their. heads, theyitook the ſame method of 
working \tipon Want of Money, "to brave the King 3 and by not ſupplying 
Him, ee hold his Noſe'to the Grindſtone, They clamour'd ever for Parlia- 
ments, lured the King'in with hopes of Money to call them, and then in 
fied of Money'they fell to difputing with him3 fo that the Parliaments 
in the latter end of King 7 mes Reign, were of no, uſe to him, excent 
<& lali,'a "little befote he wide: For, tn his: laſt appearance with them 
he complained; how 'the Faction had made; Him 'break the: Neck of three 
Paritamthts rogetber-: 'by which he meant the' three preceding Parliaments. - 

"King James being gone, inow-let us ſee 'more- at large how they uſed 
his Son King Charles, 'indis firſt Parliament Anne 1625, which, by reaſon 
of chelate 4t Lodo, was: Adjourned to Qxforg. -. The, Supplics for 
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carrying on the Palatine Cauſe had been _ by the Lord Keeper be- 
fore at Weſtminſter, and now at Oxford, the Kings Secretaries of State re- 
port to both Houſes the Kings great Occaſions tor Money, and the great 
Debts left upon him by his Father. Thereupon, the Fattion, having a 
Toung King to deal with, and in —_— Money, began to rant more 
than ever with High Debates 3 refleQing upon his Miniſters as Evil 
Counſellors,and upon himſelf ; upbraiding him, that his Neceſſities aroſe 
from Improvidence z and a world of ſuch like ſtuff they twitted him 
with, and cricd out alſo on Popery, as it it had b*en juſt coming in : but 
in the mean time they neglected the Palatine Canſe, (the ſupplying where- 
of ought to have been ſpeedy) and afterwards ſcandalized the King and 
his Miniſters, in laying the blame of it upon them. Next, they fell 
upon High Demands from the King before they would think of a Penny : 
The ſame method as before in King Fames's days. So the King,perceiving 
they were reſolved againſt Supplies, unleſs they might have their will 
upon himſelf, and tear his Miniſters and ſome of his Counſellors in pieces, 
He, after three months fitting, was forced to diſſolve them. 

About five months after that Diſſolution, his Majeſtics great Neceſſi- 
ties urged him to the calling of a ſecond Parliament : which was dane, 
and no ſooner met, but the FaQtion reſumed the very ſame Courſes again z 
enly in one particular they alter*d : from calumniating the Kings Miniſters 
in general, they now began to fall (in ſtead of Money) upon the Duke 
of Buckingham ; though the King in his Speech willed chem rather to re- 
member, it was not long fince in his Fathers time, that they did ſo much 
bonour and reſped bim, that all the honoxr conferred on bim was too little, 
Many hot and high Debates paſſed 3 neverthelefs, in deſpight of the Fo- 
ion, the Loyal part of the Commons made a ſhift to get a Vote for three 
Subſidies, and three Fiſteens for the King : but it came to nothing) for 
though the King afterwards wrote a Letter to them, and otherwiſe ao 
importuned them, to bring him that Bill of Subfidie to paſs, telling them 
he ſhould look upon longer delay as a denial ;, yet the Faftion ſo diſturbed 
the Houſe with quarrelling Speeches and Debates, that nothing was done 
the King got not a Farthing, and was conſtrained, after four months fit- 

to diffolve them a ſecond time. | 

e next year after, a Third Parliament was call'd 3' and though the 
Fattion in it laboured' hard in their wonted way, yet for meet ſhame at 
leogth a Subſidy was Voted, and paſſed by the induſtry of the Loyal 
Party: But on the other hand, the FaGtion ſtomacking the matter, con- 
trived how to fhew their malice another way, and drave on a Remoxn- 
france to.take away Tonnage and Fonndage, one of the chicfeſt Mainte- 
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nances of the Crown : Which to prevent, the King was fain to go him- 
ſelf in perſon to P ae them for Four -months time 3 and that being 
nigh expired, it was by Proclamation Prorogued for Three months. 
more 3 after which, being re-aſſembled, the Fadion flew out into high 
fits about Prieſts, and Popery, and Grievances 3 and were ſo tumultu- 
ary, that the Speaker was leaving the Chair, but that- they held him in 
by force, till they had paſſed Reſolves againf ponent of the Kings Ton- 
nage and Powndage: And ſo what money they had given with one hand, 
they took away with another. So that nothing _ likely but mif- 
chief to the Crown by longer fitting, the King was glad to diſſolve thera 
by Proclamation afterwards, and to acquaint the world with their be. 
haviour, by putting forth a Declaration of the Cauſes of their Diſſolution, 

Thereupon his Majeſty was neceſſitated to have recourſe unto extra» 
ordinary ways for Supply, to carry on the Government, without Par» 
liaments, for almoſt Twelve years after 3 for by the violent and un» 
reaſonable proceedings of that deſperate F attion, which, at every EleQion, 
crept in among them, they were reduced intoa State, not onely unpra- 
Qicable and uſeleſs, but dangerous to the Crown. 

During this Twelve years interval, the Fattion now {ay at lurch in City 
and Countrey, fretting and corroding in the bowels of the Government 3 
and collecting matter of new accuſations againſt the Kingand his Mi- 
nifters, qt of thoſe extraordinary courſes, which the neceſſity they 
had forced on them compelled them to take, for upholding the Govern- 
ment 3 and which their fatious providence reſerved in mind, on pur- 
poſe to make ufe of, whenſoever time ſhould bring a neceſſicy upon the 
King to call-another Parliament. It was fo at length, that they 
contrived this neceſſity 3 for, they truck'd with the Scots, and by cor- 
reſponding there, brought them into Eng/and in the Year 1639. which 
Put the King to a great charge toraiſe an Army. to oppoſe them : Bur 
the matter being compoſed, a Pacification was agreed ons the Scots were 
to be paid a ſum of Money, and Money the King muſt provide for them, 
So neceſſity at laſt made him call that fatal Parliament, which began 
Novemb 3. 1641. Which being met, the Fadlion began now to work on 
his Majeſty to purpoſe 3 told him, no Money was to be had but - by bor- 
rowing, and men would not credit them, unleſs they could -be ſure the 
Parliament might fit long enough to repay it. So by this means, the 
King being delirous to rid away the Scots out of the Kingdom, was 
wrought upon , for raiſing the Money, to paſs that*prodigions Ad, which 
enabled that Parliament to fit at Wejtminſter as Tong as they pleaſed, and 


þ to do what they liſt. Then. ( you know )) how they uſed the King 
| afterward 


(6) 

afterward for his kindneſs 3 what firgnge things they did, and to what 
Conclufion at length chey-came. From whence ariſes this ſharp Inſizu» 
Rion for 211 ſecceeding Kings, That while this Fafion reigns upon the 
face of the Earth, they take heed of rdying upon them, in a time of the 
Crown's neccſhty 3 and of giving them opportunity, by calling a new 
Parliament, in hope of getting Money 3 foraſtuuch as woful expericace 
hath ſhewn us, they, atſwch a time, make it their buſineſs to ack, not 
#0 give ; and never to lcave asking, till they come to be diſpoſers both of 
the King and py This is it they -would now be at, and have 
Fixed their Party for it all over the Nation, to (cufflic hard at new Ele- 
Gtions. So I ſuppoſe I have ſufficicotly cleared my Secoud Reaſon, by 
ample Experiments 3 that it cannot be far the King's advantage -or (afe- 
ty, in ſuch a time as the preſent, to part with this Parliament, and call 
a new; unleſs it were poſlible that a Leopard ſhould change bis ſpots, or 8 
Blackmore his skin ; or that this Mercurial FaGiion, which is now, by its 
I gaders and Drivers, made more mad than ever for an opportunity, 
ſhould change its nature, and become tame ona ſudden 3 and be fix'd in 
a greater honeſty and kindneſs to this King, than they were to his 
Grandfather and Father ; or, in truth, to the cltabliſhed Government and 
Intereſt of the Crown. 


— Credat Tudens Apella, 
Non ego — | 


3- A Third Reaſon ariſcth from the natural Temper and Conſtitution 
of the-Party, in xc{pe& of 'the Government, He underſtands little that 
_ gow no bottom of .all _ Bottom _ we 

ve ' {een ing many years ampreferres Clargy-wen, nu Fa- 
Grons, caſhier" d:Cam tiers, gwilty Officers, bypocritical Gitizens, miftaken Le- 
latroof both Sexes, old Sinners, - but young Saints, and their pedling Le- 
vites, whoſe work it is, from houſe to houſe, to blow the Bellows round 
Com: All which uſe to employ their Talents to draw in many 
-of the honeft-bearzed Gentry, though not into the ſame qpinion with 
them "in Religions matters, yet to lide and vote with them in | their 
pretences of redreſſing publick Grievances, reformation of Abuſes, xernoving, 
or wn Ac upon evil Counſellors, and the like: And with thcle 
charms they have been wont to hold many publick-ſpirited Countrey- 
Gentleman faſt to their fide, till they have -humbled the King, the 
Court, and all the Faſt4riends of the Government, and braught all to 


their bow 3 they give them the ſlip into further proceedings, they pull 
off 


Yild 
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off their Wſors , ſhew their Faces, and flie higher. and higher, till chey 
top all that is above, and tumble it down : as they did of old often in 
Scotland, and of late in England. ; | 

To that Malign Ulcer of Prerbytery it is, that moſt of the ill humours 
of the Kingdom flow 3 becaufe the Presbyterian is for fone National Go 
verntntes of the Church , though in ſuch a way as is utterly inconfitexr 
with the Monarchy, The reaſon of it is plain; becauſe it derives no 
Power from the King, but pretends only from the King of Kings, Chrift ; 
yet would have a Secxlar Influence, to Govern the Kingdom in their 
own Spiritual way,which is by a Parity of Presbyters, a Power pure- 
ly Ariftocratical, dire&ly contradiſtin to the form of Moxzerchy, to which 
the ſingle Biſhop onely is agreeable, becauſe he arrogates not any influence 
in Government over the people, but what he derives from the King. 
Now then, {© it is, that ſeeing ſome National Church-Government is that 
which muſt be, and the — is that which is the Kings beſt hold, 
and moſt firm to him 3 therefore the Boutefexs and Leaders of preſent 
Quarrels, being faln from all their intereſts in Court, common Cunnin 
tells them, they muſt ſtrike in with the men of the other Form, to buil 
new Fortunes upon the ruine of the Comrt, and the Biſhops, if they mean 
to begreat, and Govern 3 which cannot be more readily done, than by 
becoming pretended Reformers of the old Government in the Church, 
and by introducing a Church- Ariftocracy in the room of it : for, if one be 
not, the other muſt be: and if fo be they lip into the head of it, they 
will never be without ſuch a Conſcience, as will engage them to main- 
tain it, being men of a verſatile principle » So that when I view the 
printed Liſts of them, me-thinks I already ſee Lords States, or at leaft 
Twenty forer Cenſervators that would be, affiſted by the Spiritnal Ariſtocracy 
of a General Aſſ*#bly for, they reckon all is done, if they can but come 
to tug for it in another Parliament. 

This brings us to take notice of a Second Objetion, againſt their de- 
ſign of breaking of the Parliament, -which the projeding Polititians 
ſeem to light, and 'tis this, . That the Church and this Parliament will fall 
together, 'T were but vain to write much more, to ſhew the grand pro- 
bability of it, and of the debaſement, or ruine, of this glorious Monar- 
chy, if the Fattion can finiſh what thcy have projeted. But why is it 
that they utter'd and printed lately ſo many ſevere RefleQions upon 
his Majeſty and his Government? Why hath this LETTER, upon 
which 1 have hcre writterr theſe: ANIMADVERSIONS, made it its 
main ſcope.to caft all the Odium of the evils therein: pretended, upon the 


Biſhops? Why have divers tranſactions been ſolely imputed to them, = 
I they 
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'iftherehall been-any cauſcof 
blame in things, which many times had fuſt moved by the Tempe- 
ral Lords, , it the deſign were not to exaſperate mens minds principally 
arnzinft Biſhops ? Why are they fo often flandered, as if they drave an 
Intereſt, Biſbaps, prejudicial to the Rights and Intereft -of the Pegple 2? 
What mean'all theſe ſuggeſtions, if they meant not to prepare them for 
#uine by another Parliamerit, ſceing they can never do it while this is 
in being? And why ſogreat a zcalagainft them among the prime drivers 
of the F attion, who can own nothing of Religion or Reformation, ſave 
what they take up for crafty ends, but becauſe they well know there is no 
way/'to invade the Throne, but by firſt removing Biſhops / which ſeeing 
this Parliament, their defenders, will never ſuffer 3 that is thereafon why 
fome have been ſo vehement in debates to imbroil the Houſes, to make 
i impoſſible tor them to do any thing more for ,the Publick; and fo by 
taking, away their reputation, they may not be able to, defend them» 
ſelves apainft the 'plotted out-cries of the People, to make the Church 
wed this Parkament fall, and ſink under the fury of the Fatiion both 
cogether ? 

Thus having taken a ſurvey of all the other holds of Reaſon, where- 
in they fortific themſelves, and infeſt the Government by frequent ſal 
Hes forth inprint 3 and having "reduced them, and planted better Rea» 
ſons in their fiead, *ris time toreturn to the main Fort which I left 4 
C—_— LETTER 4 which will now be the more \cafily and quickly 


they alone been repreſented 


LETTER 


He mext Scfſton of Parliament, Which was January 7: following, many 
, pn Voter were in band in order to a Biull, A the reſt, one was, 
That the Princes of the Bloxd-Royal ſhould all marry Proteftants. 


ANIMADVERSION:. 


T1 ratherto be ſuppoſed the Lords are here flandexed, It can hardly 
be, that they ſbould take upa buſineſs which was damn'd by King 
Fames long ago 3 when the Fatious Party in the then Houſe of Com- 
mons clamoured againſt the Prince”; Match with Spain, and made Ad- 
dreſſes to the King about it, who in much wrath told them, They ſhould 
m:ddle with their own bufmeſs, this being above them, &c. 


This 


© Vitn 
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. This Wo the FaQion was f bott to infiſton, among the reſt of 
their high Demands made-to his Son in the Nineteen Propoſitions 1642. to 
which tus Majefiy anſwered, That to debar him of the free Marriage of bis 
Children, neonld. be to place bim in a congition lower than the mean of bis 
Subjetir, This debarring of Princes from marrying where they pleaſe, 
would be to hinder them from making theſe great Advantages which 
many times they might get thexeby, for the general Good of the King- 
dom. Therefore when it was preſſed on, at the ſecond Reading of 


Bill, the Voto went in the Negative. 
LETTER. 


T notes the Duke of Lauderdale*s being a Patron of the Church, and that 
bis Coach was filled with ps #ud- the Loxd Chancellar and Lord 
Treaſurer*s are of a juſt Size to 1 þ Aﬀair. | 


ANIMADPYERSITON 


Wo Faults, it ſcems, theſe two Lords have befides their being of a 
| jt Size to the true Intereſt of the Gavernmem ; that is to ay, T 
Good Placegz Crime enough ip this Age for Mipiltery of Stavez for whic! 
while one mas lives, they are {lire never 40 be forgirey. I will | 
my Lord. of Shaftsbury bad a hand in this 'LETTER j but'aq weak a 
wan as 1 am, way be ax as Ine fo, berauſe he takes flich care thoſt 
two Noble Lords ſhout not be en 3 nor the Duke of Laxderdate, 
becauſe he keeps all quiet in S4qottand 3, fo that there 1s no poſſibility of 
beginning again tho | jap of oor Epgtjh Biſhops by the By 
nor of getting Fitends into a Scoteb Partiament;to ſecond the fine Speeches 
made here in England, 


LETTER. 


Om comer the memaxqble Seſſion of April 13. 1675, than which never 
4Ny came with more expedation of the Court, or dread and apprehenſion 
of the people. 
ANIMADVYERSTION. 
TY were much beholden then” to-his Lordſhip, to remove their 


Fears, by taking a courſe to convert the Houſes into Cock: pits, to 
| I 2 make 


4 FEE 
make ſport for the Nation. The Court indeed were fo fooliſh as tg ex- 
ped better things 3 but this muſt be imputed to the want of his Lord- 
hips Wiſdom among them. But what was the occaſion that his Lord» 
Pip laid hold on thus to transform them ? His Pocket-Buſineſs of Shirley 
did not do all the miſchief: but there was another, called The Bill of Teft. 


LETTER. 


His Bill of Teſt was brought into the Houſe of Lords by the Eart of 
Lindſey Lord High Chamberlain, a Perſon of great Quality , but in 


this impoſed upon. 


ANIMADVERSION. 


Ut others are of opinion his Lordſhip did it, -as an AQ of high 
Loyalty, an[werable to that moſt Noble CharaQer which his Family 
juſtly bears in' the'opinion of his Majeſty aud the whole World ; who 
can never forget cither them, or the memory of that great Man the Fa- 
ther of them, | Earl of Ly who, in the firſt famous 
Porerl of Edge-Hill, being Lord General of his Majeſties Army, moſt va- 
lian ſpile his Blood in that Seryice, in hope immediately to, have re- 
fiored the Royal Family, and to have ſiopt that Iſſue of Blood, which ran 
ſo many years after about the Kingdom. Therefore it was no wonder 
that this Noble Lord, being his Grandſon, was the Man that brought 
in a Bill of Teſt ; He and all his being a Family that can endure a Teft, in 
this, and all other Concerns of the King, the Church,apd of the Nation. 


LETTER 


F. was then Read the firſt time without much oppoſition. But at the [e- 
cand Reading, the Lord Keeper, (now Lord Chancellor) and ſome other 
Lords, made Elaborate Speeches, the Keeper calling it A moderate Security 
to the Church and Crown,and that no Honeſt Man could refuſe it , and who» 
ever ſhould , would give great ſuſpicion of dangerons and Anti-Monarchical 
Principles, And bo ew'd what dangerous Times we are in, all Men 
not having kid aſide the Principles of Rebellion, | 


ANT- 


- 
= a a . 5 
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ANIMADFERSION. 


'O=- ++ it was well obſerved by thoſe Lords : and therefore I ſup 
poſe it was high time to take Pen in hand, to manifeſt the Triith, 
that the late Diſcourſes and praQiſes of ſome men, during ſeveral paſt 
Scilions of Parliament, are no other but the ſame very courſes that were 
practiſed with the like heat and- violence , and with the ſame method 
againſt the King, the Church, and the whole State, both in and out of 
Parliament , as appears through the whole Current of theſe Auimadver- 
fions : in which Fhad not been fo large, but that it was moſt neceſſary to 
preſent to view, the new TranſaQors of the Fatiion, now dreſt, and 
ating in the habit, principles and poſture of the old Maſters of the late 
Rebelion ;, which might lie for ever buried in the 4& of Oblivion, if theſe 
men did not rake all up again into freſh remembrance, whether we will 
or no. God forgive them. 

Was it not then wiſely and nobly done of my Lord Chancellor, and the 
reſt of thoſe noble Lords, to think of ſome way of Security againſt ſuch 
Deſigns as we ſee on foot ? 


LETTER. 
BY the Earl of Shaftsbury, and ſome other Country-Lords, (the good 
Earl of Shafts : man that in all the variety of Changes of this laſt Age, 
was never known to be bought, or frighted out of bis publick principles ) 


[Riſum tencatis amici ?] 


Hee at large open'd the ill Defigns and Conſequents of the Bill, and preſſed it- 


might be laid aſide. 
ANIMADVERSTION. 


"I Hat Clauſe of his Lordſhips great Conſtancy and Fidelity, you haye 
'E had enough of before, ſo that you ſee his Lordſhips Fiend the 
Letter-Man , had a large ſtock of Confidence to pen 'it3 and I-am apt 
to believe Some-body never bluſhe at the reading it. Nor do I think a 
common Whore when ſhe brags her ſelf as honeft as- any of her Neigh! 
* bours, was ever out of countenance. Tt is at this time a great qu 


among his Friends in the City, Whether —— | 


—_—— YO IT 


Lordfhips Honouy, that he will be avhot the Teſt this time twelve- 
month : For Silk, or Cloth, or Stuffs, or the like, they are read 
PLS him Credic 4 z w if ye talk of State-Commodities, they 
, and 'Tis therefore wiſe! Sons of tha al 
giving, _ r ſuch matters — it will next be re- 
| rep to ſce what Form of Security it is, againſt which there was raiſed 
loud a Clamour : it is this followiog, as faith the LETTE R, 


I A. B.\go tkelare , That it is not lawful, upon any 
wha: ſoever, ta_take « | Arms : the King: And that —_ 


bar rag | mg by bis Authority againſt 
rſan inſt t 


ffoned by bim in pure 


ſala of ſuch Commiſſion. And 1.do ſweygr, That I will not at 
time endeavour an Alteration Government either in 


Church or State. 
| LETTER <- 


He Earl of Shaftsbury ſpake with ſuch convincing reaſon, that alt the 
Lords that mere at li from Caurt=Engagements, reſolved to oppoſe 
it to the uttermoſt ; and the debate laſted five ſeveral days, before the Bill 


was committed, \ 


ANIMADVERSIHON. 


lis certainly is a very ſevere RefleQion upon thoſe Noble Lords, who 

in this day underſtood the true Intereſt of Peerage to be, to adbere 
loſe and firm to the Crown. And *tis known the greateſt | += of them had 
no Engagement to the Court , but what was by Religion, the Law, 
their Allegiance, their Intereſt , and Sence of Hondxr;, and "this is the 
Court-Eng , not only of all Loxds,. but of every Loyal SubjeR. In 
_ other ſort of Gurd-Eagaqumnnt his Lordſhip was not long ſince {6 
that when he came to loſe them, no Obligation what- 

—_— hold him to hire-ba/l any Jonger. No Penny no Pater Nefter. 
The Devit never wonder'd at Job's Ty Devotion toward the Court of 
Heaven; as long as God held him in Penſion : nor did Lat his Lordftps, 
while he —_—_ him in Offices-A multitude followed Chrift for the loaves: 
but! far be ic us, to reckon AY noble a Peer as his Lordſbip among 
the Multiczde, though we arc told hexe, that he carried on the Debate 
_ for five doys dogetber before it was commAted to 8 Committee of tbe whole 
Howſe. 


077.) 

ar po So w_ by ſach g—— one would _ L, had never 
any Court Engagement whatſoever. - For at length, it ſeems, the De- 
bate ended inia Proteſtation made by him, and 23 other Lords, againſt 
that Oath; whoſe Names his Lordſhips Letter-Man ers down in 2 Lift, 
printed there -no doubt on purpoſe to engage them to ſuch new'Reſolu- 
tions, for which he may have. further occaſion to uſe them. Butknow- 
ingithey are noble Lords ; and to the end that ſpace may be left them 
for Seconds Thoughts, and becauſe of the hogorT bear them and their Fa- 
roles, 1 forbear to 'Re-print them. For upon a ſecond Reading, 'tis 
paſt my underſtanding how *tis poſſible any man can, from the Maſter 
of. that Qath, have occaſion to make many words of exception, and ont- 
cry 3 or'where the harm is, to take an Oath to maintain my Loyalty, if I 
have right and good intentions, though perhaps it were not cuſtomary for 
me,or men of my quality and condition fo to do,eſpecially in ſuch a time as 
this, wherein ſo many mens Heaxts and Tongues have been faltering 
in thoſe RefpeRs,and the Reverence which wy owe towards the King 
and-His Government. Nor can. I- conceive, there being no other in- 
tent in thoſe noble Lords who were for the taking of the Oath, but to give 
the Crown a Security in a dangerous time, how it can be cenſured an 
Infringement of the Freedome and Priviledges of Peerage , when as it is 
clear, that if the Crown be unſecure, the danger is more to the Peers 
than to any other part of the People? For when the popular Storm ſhall 
fall, if Monarchy Kit, then farewell to Liberties, Priviledges , Pecrage 
and All. Nor let any part of the Lords flatter themſelves that - they 
ſhall fare 'better than others 3 or that if a Rebellion ſhould begin again 
(which God forbid) it would be poſſible for them to hold any ſhare in 
Authority, more than thoſe Lords did who Sate and Ated againſt His 
Majeſty after he was driven away by Tumults from Weftminjter ; they 
may remember themſelves alſo were at length not only driven away by Tu- 
mults, but by Tumultuary Proceedings, the'whole order of Nobzlity and 
Monareby it (elf were utterly extirpated. What bath been (faith Solomon) 
maybe, and there is nothing new under the Sun. A (harp Precedent it is, 
ſufficient to inſtrut you and your Poſterity-to judge 3 that no ſecurity 
can be given too much to the Crown in a tottering time, when kr 
Clouds and Heats do gather and -melt in the Sky, and when there is (as 
I have made appear) a viſible Storm ready to fall, firſt upon the Court 
and the Biſhops, if fome men may have their Wilts 3 then you know 

what enſues to the Government, and all the reſt of the Kingdom. 
What a ſhame then would itbe to me, to trifle _——Y much lon 
ger, by infiſting upon that unfavoury LETTER, which ſo —_— 
taxes 


; 1 
Þ es; ic; 
takes care to ſet forth the good Parts, and other Qualities of the Earl of 
Shaftsbury, that one would think it had been written on purpoſe ? 
What need we trouble our ſelves, how his Lordſhip and his Partners 
Signed the next day a Second Proteftation, and then a Third the day after 
that ? I could never tell before what Religion my Lord was of: Sure, he 
is now a very notable Proteſtant, What need we tell that he got the 
other Lords, - his Friends, to ſet their Names to the laſt. as well as the 
two former Proteſtations * His Lordſhip took care to dip them in the 


Ink-pot; he will have no flinching z over ſhooes over boots toes, then they 


are ſeaſon'd, and can be no fl arters, 

To what purpoſe ſhould I repeat what this LETTER tells , how 
ſome Lords ſpun out ſuch DIVINITY about State-Oathes , that one 
would even ſwear they had been furniſh't by their own new Chap- 
lains? or how one Lord argued, That no State could really bave any ſeeurity 
by Oathes ? 1 think ſo too among ſome ſorts of Chriſtians : butT remember,” 
among the Heathens an Oath did fignifie Somewhat 3 and that of old it 
was Chought Wiſdom, and good Policy by all the World, By Oathes to 

oblige men unto Obedience and Loyalty. We are affured, the Father of 
the Faithful , Abraham, did fo in his Kingdom, he being reckoned in 
thoſe dayes a mighty Prince: And it was to oblige his ſervant to: ſe- 
cure the Succeſſion of his Principality, by ſuch an Alliance as himſelf had 
appointed, Geneſis 24. 3. and 9 Verſes. I will (ſaid he) make thee ſwear 
wito me by the Lord, the God of Heaven, and the God of the Earth, &c. It 
follows, And his Servant put bis band under the thigh of Abraham, and 
ware to bim concerning that matter. In anotker place alſo we find Kin 
Abimelech raking Abrabam to Swear, not to deal falſly with him and his 
Polterity. And (faith the Text) Abraham ſaid, I will Swear, Abrabam 
was then within the Kingdom of Abimelech, and had protcRion from 
him, therefore took an Oath of Fidelity to him. Both which Oaths had 
certainly never paſſed, had not Abrabam thought it lawful for him, beth 
to exact, and to give an Oath of Fealty. Which is no morc than what 
is contained in that Oath of the Tejt z about which the Proteſters made fo 
eat a Buſtle , that che Debates ( as this LETTER ſaith ) took -up 
Fitern or ſeventeen whole dayes debate together. 'And in the foregoing 
' part of theſe Animadverſons, you may remember I noted z that in the 
printed Arguments of their Lordſhips, it was confeſſed, (whag Conſci- 
ence about an Oath ſoever was pretended ) that thoſe dibater were taken 
pon prrpoſe, to ſpin out the tim*, that the Houſes might not bt able to do any 
part of the pablick buſineſs ; and that thereupon might: tollow a fair o&ca- 
ſton to make an Our-cry, to berid of this Parliament. bh 
| That 
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That Oath ef Teft differs but little from the Oath of Allegiance ; and 'tis 
ſhrewdly to be ſuſpected, that he who contends againſt this, would re- 
fuſe likewiſe the other Oath, if it were tender*d unto him again. Nor 
can I ſee why he ſhould (cruple the one more than the other, unleſs it be 
for the fake of this one good Clauſe in it, that he was by the Tejt to 
have ſworn, That he abhors that Traiterous Poſition of taking Arms by the 
Kings Authority againſt his Perſon : a DoQtinal diſtinQtion uſtd (as I told 
you.) in the beginning of the late Wars 3 a meer device to pull ſcruples 
out of mens Conſciences, that they might fool themſelves into an opi- 
nion, that they fought for the King, as well as the Parliament, though 
they ſhot their Bullets againſt his Preſence and Perſon : ſo that in caſe 
they had ſhot him dead, they were till to underſtand it was no hurt to 
his Authority. Thus the Pope heretofore, and his party, when by (en- 
tence they Excommunicated Kings, and Depoſed them as Hereticks, and 
—_—_ Vilains to aſſaſſinate them, ſteel'd their Conſciences, for the do- 

of the fatal deed, with a like diſtinQion, That they kiled the Here- 
ck, wot the King, Which comes all to one end with our new Jeſuitica! 
Poſition, That you may in your minds (cparate a Kings Authority from 
a Kings Perſon ; then uſe it to take Arms againſt him 3 which if he re-* 
liſts, you are to conceive he reſifts the Kingly Authority; by conſequence 
becomes an Enemy or Rebel; and fo if in the refiſtance you kill him, you 
kill the Rebel, not the King. But this is not the only point of ſubciley 
wherein our fine Spinners of Theology aud Policy do agree with the Je- 
ſuites, Was it not then(think ye) high time for thoſe Noble Lords to 
promote that Oath of Teft, and inſert in it that moſt neceſſary Clauſe of 
- ar | damnable a DoQrine ? Far, whoſoever he be that refuſes to 
declare his abhorrency of ir, and perſwades men publickly- to the like 
refaſal, doth as good as give an open alarm to the State, and threaten 
' Rebellion 3 whilc he prepares and draws a party into the ſame perſwali- 
on, and opens unto them ſo ready a way to it, So that from a fort of 
people fo inſtructed, I caſily grant , there can be o ſecurity by Oaths, 
wnto any State whatfoever ; as ſome of the Proteſters did affirm. 
But the LETTER proceeds further about Oaths, and tells us, Chri 
imſelf bath forbidden ſuch Oaths z and that Grotizs, in his Book de Fare 
Belli & Pacis, ſcems to make it plain from Matth. 5. 34, 37. Swear not at 
all,&c. Lord! what Abſurdities will not men fay and do,when they arc out 
of humour ! Iſhew*'dbefore how ſhrewdly their Protefting Lordſhips were 
put to it in point of State, to borrow Arguments from the Levellers z but 
now for  Diviaity -ahout Oaths, they are. fain to borrow of the @uakers, 
and Would fain make Grotins a er. to0 ; but yet they confeſs he doth 
but ſeem to make plain the Dodrine 3 — ſince *tis aot worth the 


while, 


« \ 

(072) | 
while, nor have 'I time, to ſhew them at large their miſtakes of the Au- 
thors meaning, I affirm what is plainly the (ſenceof thoſe Texts,— The 
Fexzr had among them an ill cuſtom of mingling Oaths with their ordi- 
nary Communication, (ach as theſe; By Heaven ; By the Earth; By Jeru- 
ſalem, and By my Head. Theſe arc nothing of kin to State-Oaths, or 
Oaths before a Magiſtrate but the prohibition intended there by Chrijt 
is againſt idle and profane Oaths in common Converſation 3 as appears 
by theſe clofing words, But let your Communication be Tea, yea; Nay, 
nay: For, whatſoever is more than theſe, cometh of evil, Our Saviour re» 
firingeth manifeſtly the ſence and ſcope of his words to mens evil: Com+ 
munication, and the ſtreſs of his prohibition is laid upon common Oaths 
in diſcourſe, (as is obvious to any man well in his fences) and it can- 
not be wreſted againſt Oaths of any other kind, without the torture of 
an obſtinate Fattion, Add yet it muſt be underſtood of Srate-Oaths when 
his Lttle Lordſhip will have it ſo, and hath a mind to lead about, and 
t'antony or doze a company of his eaſie Believers, But it was boldly ven» 
tur'd, to preach ſuch ſtuff upon thoſe Texts as he did, in the very Temple 
of Wiſdom; 1 mean, that Sacred Aſſembly of the Houſe of Peess, where 
his Majeſty is ſupppoſed to be always preſent. 

Nevertheleſs, we are told by the Letter, that in the ſame Houſe they 
had every day, from his Lordſhip and his Friends, one Sermon or other 
as good as that 3 not upon Points of Divinity, but upon Niceties, and 
Duillets, and Quibbles, and fine-ſpun Cobwebs of Policy z telling the World 
how to bound Monarchy, and ſhackle Kings with fear of Human Keſiſtance ; 
and not leave them only to the fear of God to reſtrain them, Thus the 
Corn of Kings is meaſured by bis Lordſhips little Buſhel, He muſes as be 
xſes , implies the Fear of God to be of little force to govern Kings and 
States-men 3 and therefore concludes, that Never any Country, free like 
ours, ſuffered any Standing Guards to be about their Prince, The Guards 
(it ſeems) are great Blocks in the way of the Faftion, that the deſi 
cannot march on ſo faſt as they would have it. His Lordſhip hath the 
wiſdom of the Wolves in Aſop*s Fables, and would give us ſuch Ad- 
vice, as if he took us all to be but Sheep, filly enough, to conſent, that 
$he King ſhould part with His Keepers 3 and then the Fa@ion knows 
how to HANDLE HIM without Mittens. It was the fear of Fattios 
and New Sedition, that firſt fet up theſe Guards; and then both Parlia- 
ment and People rejoyced in them, as moſt needful for the fafety of their 
Prince and His Government. But now, when FACTION is at the 
HEIGHT, and BRAVES the KING to HIS FACE in HIS HIGHEST 
COURT, in a MORE AUDACIOUS MANNER than. at firſt THEY 
did HIS FATHER, it is HIS LORDSHIPS OPINION the Guards 


(73) 
ſhould be taken off: and then, What ſhall hinder the Sheep from being 
brought to Slagbter, 

The LETTER tells alſo, what other ſtrange Inſtances were 
Preached in the ſame Houſe, and ſcle&ecd out of the times of ſome 
weak Princes, to ſhew, that ſometimes it can be #o Traiterons Poſition, 
to afhrm, That SubjeRts may take Arms againſt perſons Commiſſion- 
ed by the King, though the King be among them in Perſon. What is 
this, but to axgue from particular Caſes of extraordinary Contingency, 
to Debauch men from Dutics of ordinary Prattice 3 contrary to all Lo- 
gick, and Rule of Argumentation? and from thence alſo to conclude, *tis 
an Invaſion of the Subjets Liberty, to impoſe upon them an Oath , to 
Swear for the Security and ſatisfaction of the King in a time of publick 
danger, and the viſible Approaches of Rebellion ? 

It tells us alfo, how: the t arl of Shaftsbury went on next, to find 
faule with that Clauſe of the Oath of Teft, which obliges, not to make 
any Alteration in the Church, or State, It ſeems, not onely his Lordſhip, 
but ſome others alſo were touched to the Quick by it 3 and, it was a ſign 
of ſome Conſcience in men, to ftartle at an Oath to be taken againſt Al-, 
teration,, when nothing but Alteration is intended, with an irreparable 
diminution of the Government both in Church and: State 3 as hath been 
manifeſted throughout this Diſcourſe already. ———Firſt,for the Church, 
Who can- judge otherwiſe , when. as the LETTER gives next an Ac- 
count, how the Earl of Shaftsbwury in a Speech treated the Church ? ſome 
chink he did it ſpightfully, and that he was too Comically bold in rc- 
fleding upon rhe 3g Articles, the Lirurgy, the Catechiſm, the Homnliesand' 
the Canons, All which were ( as the LETTER faith ) handled at 
large by His Lordſhip 3 and, To what end was it, if not to make way 
for an Alteration in the Church, and all her Concerns, from the preſcne 
eſtabliſhment ? His Lordſhip well knows 'tis a little too dangerous for 
any man, to Open his MOUTH yet a while againſt the King and the 
State : That was not ventur'd on at firſt by the BOLD FELLOWS 
of 41. That comes of Courſe, after the Fation hath. been fluſhe with 
baiting of Biſhops. The Alteration of them is deſigned not too fierce at 
firſt they will begin, as their Old TUTORS did formerly , by 
ſteps. They of old'did declare at firſt, That THEY had No intent to 
bet looſ# the Golden Reines of Diſcipline in the Church, yet, in a turn or 
twook the year, they were ſo extravagant as to deſtroy it, and' intro- 
duce another 3 and then Hell brake looje againſt the State as well as the 
Church. There is ſo ſtrit a Connexion and Dependence betwixt 
them, that if you part with the one, the other lies open tothe next” 


Aſſault, and you ſhall part with, it alſo. Or if the leaſt diminution be- 
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